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Dear Friends

It's great to see the Methodist Church finding the language to help us through a challenging situation. 
The phrase 'living with contradictory convictions' is not simply a mantra to help us navigate the debate 
concerning marriage and family life that is coming to Conference over the next two years, it is a call to 
live differently. 

Living with contradictory convictions means that we are called to a new sort of relationship with each 
other, one in which our place in the body of Christ means more to us than being right or wrong. It is not a 
call to give up on our firmly held beliefs or convictions, rather to temper our conversations in such a way 
that we can continue to look into the eyes of those with whom we profoundly disagree. To respect that 
others of good faith and Biblical insight who also have a point of view and to be open to listening with 
respect is no small challenge!

In May I travelled to Myanmar (Burma) and Bangladesh to visit the refugee camps and to see the work of 
our World Church Relationships team, All We Can and Christian Aid. These are the largest refugee camps 
in the world, home to more than a million people. In stifling temperatures and in cramped conditions I 
listened to the stories of women who had waded up a river holding their children over their heads to flee 
the bombs coming from helicopters and the snipers setting fire to their villages. The Rohynga people are 
stateless, without official recognition in Myanmar and unwelcome in Bangladesh. They live in flimsy 
houses, for which they are forbidden to build foundations, on what amounts to a huge sand dune in the 
cyclone region of the Bay of Bengal. They are subject to emotional, physical end environmental danger. 

When we fail to live with contradictory convictions, when our anger boils over, when we call others 'them', 
then we drive the most vulnerable people to the edge of existence. And if we think this is a million miles 
away from life in Britain, then think again! Racism and homophobia are common currency in our 
communities, divided by the Brexit debate and by divisions of rich and poor, as we all struggle to find 
ways for contradictory voices to be heard and respected.

So, as Methodists we need to lead the way, show that we can discuss marriage and relationships openly 
and fairly, and to be peacemakers in our own communities, prepared to listen and learn from people 
around us who may currently seem to be strangers.

Revd Dr Barbara Glasson

Out beyond ideas of

wrongdoing and rightdoing 

here is a field.

I’ll meet you there.

 
Rumi

Roger Walton, the Chair of District, writes ‘Please convey my grateful
thanks to all who have sent cards, texts, emails, letters and flowers
and to those who have prayed for us during this last year of my wife’s
journey with cancer and her death on 26 April. Although the year has
been a very hard one, we have been helped by the loving support of
so many people. It has reminded us of, and often been to us,
God’s grace.
I plan to return to work in June, so hope to see many folk again
before I step down from the role of Chair of District in August.
If we do not meet in those last few months, please accept my
thanks for the privilege of being your Chair of District.
I carry many good memories of the time since 2011.’

Thank you



Aldersgate Methodist Church, as part of Churches Together in 
Low Moor and Oakenshaw, took part in a yarn bombing in the 
local parks on Maundy Thursday, when lots of little lost sheep 
appeared, with an invitation to take one home for Easter.

We wanted our yarn bombing to make people think – so 
around the necks of each lamb was a message.

The yarn bombing had been a secret - even those who had 
been knitting the sheep since last October didn’t know exactly 
when or where it would take place until the last minute. At the 
beginning of Holy Week people began tweeting hints, and 
small posters telling people to look out for lost sheep were put 
up in both Victoria Park, Oakenshaw and Harold Park, Low 
Moor.

The lambs were attached, in advance, to plastic grids which 
could then be mounted very easily (at 7am) on to the park 
gates and railings.  The supply of lambs soon ran out, 
especially after messages began appearing on Facebook, but 
it has encouraged us to think about doing it again on a much 
larger scale and letting more people (especially knitters) in on 
our secret. But perhaps not with lambs – they are very fiddly 
to knit and assemble.  We received lots of encouraging 
comments and everyone seemed to appreciate the surprise. 
Why not have a go in your area?

Mary Twentyman (Master Yarn Bomber)

The great
Low Moor
Yarn Bombing

President Designate gets the District Goat
At Spring Synod on 11th May 2019, the President 
Designate, Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, was presented 
with gifts from the District including a leather 
briefcase, pen and three “All We Can” goats, plus a 
symbolic goat handcrafted by Christine Robinson.

This goat, ‘William’, is going to accompany Barbara on 
all her visits over the next year and will be given an 
extra middle name at every event. Stones Methodist 
Church were honoured to give him his first middle 
name, ‘Rocky’, the very next day when Barbara 
preached there for Christian Aid Sunday.



MEET THE
people

Revd Mark Cheetham
Role Title:  District Ecumenical Officer

What does your role involve?: As Ecumenical Officer I serve on the District Leadership Team and I 
have learned that my main responsibilities are clustered around:
 ● Offering a listening ear and advice to those engaged in particular ‘moments’ of local shared  
 work.   
 ● Liaising with partner denominations, sharing the work of facilitating reviews, and     
 understanding the shift either in closer working together or appropriate separation.
  ● I provide an element of experience and learning to the District Leadership Team, the Chair   
 and represent the District in Church Leader or similar forum conversations.
I also serve on the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ team which helps develop and deepen our engagement with 
that increasingly ecumenical initiative, most readily known perhaps for the Beacon events we deliver 
at Pentecost.
Additionally I am part responsible for the development of ecumenically appropriate church planter 
training across the North of England, working primarily with the Church of England and reporting 
connexionally to the Evangelism and Growth Team.
This leads to a complementary piece of work involving running a connexionally significant pilot 
Resourcing Church Program at Brighouse. The aim of this work is to train, equip and send lay leaders 
capable of being key parts of perhaps ecumenical teams equipped to start new places for new people 
(church planting).

How can you be contacted?: Either by email: markcheetham100@hotmail.com or by telephone on 
01484 717742.
Which church do you attend?: I am the presbyter responsible for Brighouse Central.

Tell us a bit about yourself: I am married to Mariet and we celebrated the earlier than expected birth 

of Nathanael some three years ago. I love sharing ‘knowing God’ with those around me; helping people 
and churches find their way in life and trying to deepen my own relationship with God.
I have a particular love of all things musical right through from Bon Jovi to Beethoven, and of rugby so 
loved serving in Oadby, Leicester which is home to my beloved Leicester Tigers, although we won’t say 
too much about this season’s performance here! I also spent a year in Keynsham which is Bath rugby 
territory!
I feel privileged to be able to serve the needs of the Kingdom sometimes in very particular and clear 
ways, other times not so much, but I feel fortunate to have found my home to be within the Methodist 
Church. To unwind, you are likely to find me in the garden or by the sea.

Tell us something that few people know about you: I am a classically trained violinist and have 
enjoyed playing in most of the major concert halls around the country.
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t Conversations, conversations everywhere...
- Leeds South & West

I wonder what kind of conversation you like best… Is it the ‘catching 
up over a cuppa and a biscuit’ kind? Is it the ‘wrestling with a difficult 
issue or a new idea’ kind? Is it the ‘working together to make a plan’ 
kind? Is it the quick chat, or the long discussion? Do you like to reach 
a conclusion, or are you happy for there to be a sequel planned? 
Whatever kind of conversation you enjoy most, there’s a good chance 
you’ll find it in the Leeds South & West Circuit …

There are the stretching conversations which happen around the 
table at our monthly Sunday evening Holy Habits services, which this 
year are focussing on the Holy Habit of Biblical Teaching. There are 
the deep and wide-ranging conversations which have taken place in 
the ‘Together Travel on’ process we are engaging in; meeting as 
Circuit Leadership Team and as groups of churches, talking together about the strengths and challenges of local 
church life, and making plans for circuit life going forward. There are the careful conversations which have taken 
place before and at our Circuit Meeting as we discussed changes in pastoral charge and new ways of working as 
a staff team. There are the exciting, ‘penny drop’ conversations which happen as we explore the wealth of 
resources, books and other materials, which we host in the resources centre at Wesley Road Chapel (and which 
you are very welcome to visit and borrow from).  There are the ‘are we nearly there yet’ conversations which we 
anticipate as we set off for our third circuit away-day at the seaside, this year to Southport at the beginning of 
September. 

Conversations aren’t just an end in themselves of course…at their best, they change how we are and how we do 
what we do. This September we are excited to embark on two significant pieces of work, growing out of the 
conversations of past years. Revd Rach Ward will be joining the circuit, with a focus on working with local 
churches in the area of discipleship – thinking about how we grow as disciples, and invite others to join us on 
the way. 
We also launch a long-held hope to establish at least one community house in the circuit, and to grow around 
the community there a wider new monastic network of Christians, living by a rule of life and committed to being 
engaged with local church and community. I anticipate good conversation around the kitchen table…

News from Bradford North

The circuit is preparing to bid farewell to Revd Andrew Taylor, who, after 
a long period of illness has had to decide to retire early.

Andrew is a Baptist minister who, since the birth of the circuit has been 
authorised to serve with our ministerial team, and for the last four 
years has worked with us as a full-time presbyter. Andrew is much 
loved, and his ministry of bible-based preaching, generous pastoral 
care and knowledgeable cricket conversation has been appreciated by 
all.   

Andrew’s ministry will be celebrated at a special service and tea at St 
Andrew’s, Undercliffe, at 4.00pm on Sunday 14th July.

14th July will also see the final service, a service of celebration, at 
Little Lane LEP. After many careful conversations the Elders 
recommended, and the Church Meeting agreed, that the time had 
come to dissolve the LEP and cease to worship as Little Lane.   

The circuit recognises and shares the sadness of the Little Lane folk at 
the necessity for this decision, but also shares their celebration of, and 
thankfulness for, much good work and generous fellowship, open 
hospitality and prayerful worship, which has been the life of Little Lane and its predecessors over many years.

The farewells spoken of above raise questions for the circuit going forward, not least of ministerial provision. A 
‘Set Aside for Prayer’ Day was held at Saltaire on 14th May as part of the process of listening for God’s guidance 
as to how we might use the resources God has entrusted to us. The day focussed on the first two chapters of 
Acts. There was an opportunity to share concerns and joys in the life of the churches and circuit, and a 
consideration of The Methodist Way of Life and how we might respond.

We are beginning to explore new forms of pioneer and chaplaincy ministry, and already benefit from the ministry 
of lay pastors in two of our churches.



News from Skipton & Grassington
The District has had many discussions in recent years about what to do with 
churches with very small congregations. Sometimes, sadly the congregation 
decides to cease to worship and the District agrees with this. The buildings 
are then sold for a variety of uses or even demolition. The Skipton & 
Grassington Circuit have gone through these phases and have lost a 
number of buildings over the years. However, sometimes there are gems of 
enlightenment.

Malham is a busy tourist village and next to the main car park and a close 
neighbour of the Information Centre is Malham Chapel, a small building 
that has been home to the Methodist community for over 100 years. When 
the small congregation were faced with bills for building work it would have been so easy to agree that this was too big a 
task. After a lot of prayer and the inevitable Methodist meetings a vision was agreed and the Circuit took on the task of 
saving the building.

A development group was set up led by Revd Peter Bedford, a supernumerary presbyter in the circuit. The vision was 
supported by the circuit, the District and the wider Connexion. To cut a long story short, the building is now fully restored. A 
new heating system has been installed and the frosted windows replaced by clear glass that encourages visitors to look 
inside. Preachers have coped with the lack of a toilet in the building but now modern toilet facilities have been provided 
together with a modern kitchen.

Worship continues but what is even more exciting is the development of links with the National Park and the Field Studies 
Council. The building will be open seven days a week to welcome visitors to Malham. They will be able to shelter from the 
soft Yorkshire weather, enjoy a moment of quietness for reflection on God’s gifts to us and consider the continuing impact 
of Methodism on the local community. To help with their thoughts there is an amazing map on the floor with artists images 
of local viewpoints. Even if you are not able to walk the traditional round including Janet’s Foss, Gordale and the Cove you 
can walk the floor in the chapel and reflect on this amazingly beautiful area. 

A recent rededication service was held to give thanks for the vision and the support of so many groups and individuals. The 
rafters rang to the Methodist voices and the District Chair, Revd Dr Roger Walton, preached an encouraging sermon 
challenging us all to make full use of this wonderful new facility. 

Revd Janet Clasper, the local minister says, “The Chapel is available for groups to visit, to hold short retreats or just to 
shelter from the weather. It makes a great statement to the outside world that God is at work in this beautiful corner of 
Yorkshire.” 
Why not bring your church group? Contact Edwin Tate at the Circuit Office: 01756 796584 or edwin@sagm2718.plus.com 

Radical Theology - Huddersfield
“Radical Theology” is rooted in the person of Jesus of Nazareth 
– not in doctrines about him, but in his way of living; his wisdom 
and vision; his passion for justice and inclusive compassion; his 
grounded spirituality; his capacity for affirming life and 
engendering a fuller and deeper quality of human existence. 
Radical is a word that is sometimes misunderstood, especially 
within religious circles; some equate it with fundamentalist 
extremism - and that is clearly not our meaning!    

A commonly used alternative is “Progressive Theology” which 
emphasises keeping in touch with developments in life and in 
the world. The church has not been very good at doing this and 
increasingly has lost connection with ordinary people, many of whom have left the church because they find dogmatic 
approaches to Christianity no longer persuasive, understandable or relevant to current issues. They, and many still in the 
church, have a superficial knowledge of the findings of science and Christian scholarship over the past 200 years which 
have led to new thinking in both domains.

In the Huddersfield Circuit a group had been meeting approximately monthly for the last few years to share ideas about 
radical theology and we had reached the stage where we wanted to communicate what we were discussing to others in the 
circuit. So a small group of us got together to develop the outline of a course that covers some topics in radical theology and 
offers opportunities for people to explore questions and find answers for themselves. The course makes use of material 
from “Living the Questions”, a DVD-based course produced by mainly American theologians. 

Our initial course consists of six sessions, each of which stands alone though they are interconnected. The aim is to 
consider alternative viewpoints, to share our thoughts about them and to encourage discussion.   It does not promote a 
particular line, and it respects where people are in their Christian journey. The course offers the opportunity to discuss 
openly what faith means today - so we’ve called it QUEST.

Holmfirth Methodist Church agreed to trial the first version of QUEST in Lent 2019. Following this trial run we intend to 
make appropriate changes and then to offer it to the circuit, where people are interested, and externally to people who 
would like to explore what being a Christian in the 21st century is about. Feedback from the trial run has been very positive; 
in the main participants found it to be well delivered, relevant, understandable, liberating, and challenging with good 
opportunities for discussion. We look forward to the next step.              Barry Lee



On 5th May 2019, the congregation of the Eldwick Church LEP moved back into their new church complex with 
a joyful service of thanksgiving.  

They continue to celebrate: with the local community on 19th May as they host an Open Afternoon, then on 
11th June when the building is formally opened in a Covenant Service.   

Rev Peter Mayo-Smith, minister of the Eldwick Church comments:
“Although our project has been concerned with the physical building, it is what the building will be used for and 
how this will advance the gospel in Eldwick which is crucially important. Already the new facilities are providing 
accommodation 5 days a week for a local pre-school playgroup; allowing us to increase our Church Café 
outreach work and are hosting over 15 local community groups.”

Being an LEP has allowed us to expand our horizons and learn from both Anglican and Methodist teaching and 
training. With the conclusion of the building project, we are aware that the journey of learning, growing and 
serving together is only beginning.

Eldwick Church Celebrates

Journey of the Magi - A festive, light-hearted, joyful event with 
a moving and profound message. 

Share the joy and wonder of Christmas with your church and 
local community through this exhilarating, critically acclaimed 
performance. The show offers a bridge between 
contemporary life and Jesus’s birth, comparing our own 
personal journey to Christmas Day with the journey that the 
wise men took. With sparkle and songs to keep the children 
engrossed and bags of good humour for the grown-ups, 
Journey of the Magi delights audiences of all ages and offers 
a chance to reflect and refocus. 

“Absolutely fabulous show. Wonderful mix of fun, wit, and 
meaning. It made me laugh and it made me cry all in a couple 
of minutes. (Hope you'll come back.)”  - Richard, Poynton 
Methodist Church 

Springs is inviting churches to host a performance of Journey 
of the Magi, which will be available nationally from 
23rd November to 23rd December 2019. 
 
Further information can be found on the Springs Dance 
Company website page 
https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/productions/journey-of-
the-magi/, by emailing touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk 
or by calling 07876 752910.
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The knitted bible
33 scenes of beautifully crafted characters and animals,

bringing the Bible stories to life.

Made by St. George’s United Reformed Church, Hartlepool.

Bingley Methodist Church, Herbert Street, Off Mornington Road, Bingley.
BD16 4JU

Thursday 18th to Tuesday 23rd July. 
Viewing times, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm daily.

Sunday 21st July, Church open for viewing 1.00 to 4.00 pm.

Refreshments & light lunches available throughout.
 

The Welcome Service for the new Chair of District,

Revd Kerry W Tankard,

will take place on
Thursday, 22nd August 2019 at 7.00 pm
at Christchurch, The Grove, Ilkley, LS29 9LW.

All are welcome to attend. 



* District Office,
 Touchstone,
 4 Easby Road,
 Bradford,
 BD7 1QX
: admin@ywmethodist.org.uk

www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk

@YWMethodist

Yorkshire West District

Registered Charity Number: 1133134

16th June:
Trinity Sunday

17th -23rd June: 
Refugee Week

17th - 28th June: 
Methodist Conference
(Presbyteral Session)

29th June - 4th July: 
Methodist Conference

(Representative Session)

30th June: 
Methodist Conference Sunday

14th July: 
Action for Children Sunday

Rural Mission Sunday
Sea Sunday

Special Days Items for inclusion in the Autumn 2019
issue of the District Newsletter should

reach us by 12 noon on 15th August 2019

The Cross, Pastoral and Prophetic Re�lections
The Rev Dr Inderjit Bhogal

The Retreat will engage with six meditations/reflections on the cross, as the central symbol associated with
Jesus Christ and his followers. The meditations will offer reflection on some key contemporary issues, such as
deaths of refugees seeking safety; women on the frontlines of suffering and struggle; models of leadership; 

the cross in a multi faith world; Love, Grief and Life; and Silence and the Word of God.

Inderjit Bhogal is married to Kathy and they live in Sheffield. Inderjit is a Methodist Minister (retired in 2018 after 42 years).
He is a former President of the British Methodist Conference. He has held positions of Director of Urban Theology Unit

(Sheffield); Leader and CEO, Corrymeela Community (Northern Ireland); CEO, Yorkshire & Humber Faiths Forum.
He is Founder and President of the City of Sanctuary movement and President of the Methodist Peace Fellowship.

Cost: £220

Contact Rev Sandie Exley-Watts email: sandie@exleywatts.me.uk tel: 01924 840219

Northern Retreat 19th - 21st November 2019
Wydale Hall, Scarborough


