
Dear Friends,

As we greet the arrival of March we also embrace the season of Lent, and all it means for us. There is that 
habit, popular even in a largely religion-less country, for people to give things up for the season. It 
continues to have an enduring appeal in the new age of dry-January and Veganuary. Personally, I have 
entered the discipline of the season in differing ways in recent years. Last year I used Lent as a time to 
reflect on my own spending. I have a love of records, and a propensity to buy more, too often. During Lent, 
last year, for every record I bought I decided that I would match the money spent with a charitable 
donation. It was ok to do that for Lent, but keeping the practice up was where I faltered. I hadn’t learnt 
from Lent how to live differently. 
It leads me to consider more widely the Christian life and Lenten practice. How do we adopt practices in 
Lent that are formative for a good, holy life, and not simply as limited, or detached, passing acts? 
Because of this I want to commend something to us all this Lent. I want us to consider again our holy lives 
as those in which we are not defined by what we do, but who we are before God. 
I live with a regular concern for myself, my ordained colleagues and those who support the church as 
employees and volunteers, about workload and wellbeing. As a minister, I am supposed to work twelve 
sessions per week. A session is a morning, or an afternoon, or an evening. I have been trying over the 
past month, or so, to see how that works. I will be honest with you and say it is a challenge to do all that is 
expected in that time. The question is, is it possible to do all that is needed in that time? There is a 
difference, yet I like many others don’t consider seriously enough that difference. God commands that we 
do not work on the Sabbath, but how many of us confuse a Sabbath with a day off? They are not the 
same. A day off is often when we catch up on jobs that aren’t work; a Sabbath is a day given to be the 
best of ourselves before God - to feasting, worship and rest, and not to being told we can’t do anything!
What would it mean for congregations to support ministers in how they are working? How do we support 
them to not work too much and encourage them to live a balanced life? As a minister, I think when we 
lose that balance and overwork we not only lose something of ourselves but we model a poor life to 
church members. 
What would healthy ministerial lives say to church members about what is a good work life balance for us 
all? What might we need to lay aside as individuals and church? What would it mean for each of us to 
invest in all our relationships and not disproportionately in the demands of the church? What would it 
mean to do this for Lent and then carry it forward into 
the weeks and months that follow? Will it bring about 
the collapse of the church or its renewal as we reflect 
more perfectly God’s call to holiness in our lives? 
I know I am asking many questions; I look forward to us 
discovering the answers together. Have a blessed Lent, 
and may it be a gift through which God shapes each of 
our lives.

Revd Kerry Tankard 
Chair of District
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Revd Kerry Tankard celebrates the 10th
anniversary of the Airedale Circuit (see page 5)



Yorkshire West District Pentecost Party

Internationally and nationally we are facing many challenges; 
climate change, migration and mental health to name a few. Like 
me, I am sure many of you can feel completely overwhelmed and 
powerless to do anything to bring positive change.
In Leeds City Centre we are exploring these difficult subjects in our 
Everyday Activism series. At these events we create space for 
people to learn and reflect with others. People share their own 
feelings about the subject and any tips they have to reduce their 
impact as an individual, while also exploring the bigger picture. 
In addition to people getting to know one another and connecting 
over these topics we also want to use the space to make a 
difference and make our voices heard. At each event we have an 
action that everyone can take part in; they are positive and 
relational rather than angry and aggressive. At Christmas we sent 
thank you cards to people in power who are reducing the carbon 
footprint of the city, and at our recent Ethical Fashion event we 
sewed hearts to say thank you to Marks & Spencer and H&M for all they have done 
to become more ethical. Individuals within these organisations are always pleased 
to receive these thoughtful gifts and see that their positive actions have been 
noticed and appreciated. We believe these acts of encouragement can bring 
positive change in the future.
We are planning to do this on a bigger scale in Lent with an ecumenical Lent 
service, ‘Climate Change: heartache and hope’. Within the service there will be 
lament for what we are losing, prayers for the future and workshops so people 
can discover new ways of taking action. Please do join us if you want to be part 
of a group of Christians searching for hope. 
Our Everyday Activism series of events are done in partnership with Leeds Church Institute. If 
you have any questions about what we are doing or how you can get involved please do get in touch. 

All our upcoming events are on our website: www.leedsmethodistmission.org.uk
Facebook: @LeedsMethodistMission Twitter: @LMMinthecity 
Anna: anna.bland@ywmethodist.org.uk, 0113 391 7928 or 07903 755995

A beacon event being organised by the Yorkshire West Methodist District
in conjunction with Thy Kingdom Come, to celebrate Pentecost.

Come and join us for an afternoon of fun and worship at the  
John Charles Centre for Sport, Leeds, LS11 5DJ.

This free event is for all ages. There will be a marketplace with stalls from 
lots of different organisations, carnival type atmosphere on the sports 

field, Messy Church and a BSL interpreter will be available. The 
afternoon will finish off with a praise and worship celebration; the preacher 
will be the Revd Ashley Cooper ( rincipal of Cliff College) and the music will 

be led worship leader, singer and songwriter, Lou Fellingham.

Entry is FREE and by ticket only, 
https://pentecost-party-2020.eventbrite.co.uk 

Everyday Activism



MEET THE
people

Following the District Office move to Touchstone, the Office opening hours are
10am - 2pm (Weds 12 noon - 2pm). Our phone number is 01274 392628.

Trevor Kershaw
Role Title:  District Local Preachers’ Secretary

What does your role involve?: I am newly appointed as District Local Preachers’ Secretary 
and hope to bring my enthusiasm, to offer support and advice to Circuit Local Preachers’ 
Secretaries and to be a listening ear for local preachers and worship leaders across the 
District. I believe we will be a stronger group working together and across circuit boundaries.
I hope to set up a forum for Circuit Local Preachers’ Secretaries in the near future, but in the 
meantime please feel free to contact me to introduce yourself or discuss any pressing issues 
relating to preachers or preaching. 

How can you be contacted?: Email: bfdsouthfinance@yahoo.com or phone: 01274 679596 
or 07811 888348.

Which church do you attend?: My Methodist membership is held at Southfield Lane 
Methodist Church in the Bradford South Circuit, although due to my preaching commitments I 
am not able to attend as much as I would like.

Tell us a bit about yourself: I live in Shelf, Halifax, but was born and brought up in Bradford 
and began my Christian journey at Princeville Methodist Church in the then Great Horton 
Circuit. The church closed in November 2000 and together with my family I moved to 
Southfield Lane where I am currently a steward and the Church Council Secretary. 
I was accredited as a local preacher in 1983 and have been a regular preacher ever since. 
I worked as the Financial Accountant for Morrison’s Supermarkets for 26 years, taking early 
retirement in January 2007. I was then appointed part time Pastor of Allerton Congregational 
Church and also Circuit Administrator in the Bradford Trinity Circuit which merged with the 
Great Horton Circuit in 2009 to become the Bradford South Circuit, I am now retired from both 
of these roles. Currently I am the Circuit Treasurer and also volunteer in the District Office half 
a day each week. I’m a Bradford City season ticket holder and enjoy watching Yorkshire 
cricket.

Tell us something that few people know about you: I play billiards in the Bradford & District 
Sunday School League and have twice won the Bradford Amateur Championship. 

THE
people
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One of the great joys of the run up to Christmas this year was being involved 
on a weekly basis with two of our local schools. On Monday mornings I was 
involved in delivering ‘Open The Book’ assemblies at Low Moor Primary 
School. This is a whole school assembly where children who are worship 
leaders get to act out a Bible story. While the children are acting, one of our 
ministers, or a volunteer from the Aldersgate church congregation, narrates. 
The kids absolutely love it! It’s a brilliant way of bringing the stories to life for them and they get to use 
a wonderful array of props and backdrops. The stories really stick in their heads too. Sometimes I 
make sure I arrive a little early so I can sit with some of the children at their breakfast club and quiz 
them on the previous week’s story. They always do a great job of remembering the important points of 
the story and about how they might relate to those points in their school life. The school really value 
the input we are able to able to offer them as a church and this year they had the most wonderful way 
of showing it. As the children file into the hall before assembly they always play a song for them to sing 
along to. After the first week in advent I had mentioned to the head teacher that one of my favourite 
Christmas songs is a beautiful, almost hymn-like, song called ‘Christmas Eve’ by Gwen Stefani. A 
couple of weeks later I was stood at the front of the hall waiting for the children to come in. I had 
glanced behind me at the screen and it appeared that they would be singing the 12 days of Christmas 
as they walked in. I turned back to face the children as they began arriving and the child operating the 
music and words for the morning quickly switched them behind me so that they were all singing along 
to ‘Christmas Eve.’ They had learnt it especially to sing for me and it sounded beautiful. A wonderful 
early Christmas present. After the assembly at Low Moor, I then made my way over to Hill Top Primary 
School. Here I worked with a team of children in year four, who had been chosen as worship leaders, 
to prepare and present an assembly to years one, two and three. The children chose the theme of the 
angels appearing to the shepherds and worked with me to select hymns, videos and activities that 
helped explain what had happened on the hillside that night. One of the best moments in our 
preparations came when I asked them to re-write the Bible passage we were going to use but in words 
that they knew would make better sense to them and their friends. ‘Are we even allowed to do that 
with the Bible?’ one of them asked. That question led to an amazing discussion about different Bible 
translations and how important it is to try and understand what we are reading and saying. After a 
nervous start I was able to proudly watch the group present their assembly to the other children. They 
did brilliantly!   
Our involvement with various schools around the circuit is wonderfully important and rewarding work. 
Even when one of the schools I lead assemblies in, St. John’s at Bierley, has a tendency to ask me to 
lead assemblies on difficult topics…
Ok. Quiet down now everyone. Ok, now hands up if you’ve ever been asked to lead a Primary school 
assembly during Epiphany on the theme ‘The Feast of The Holy Innocents’!

Revd Graeme Dutton

Airedale Circuit Youth, Children and Family Work
Our circuit is blessed with many groups for all ages. We have six Messy Churches, each with their 
unique way of doing things which is a blessing. Midweek there are a variety of clubs meeting, 
including Awesome Kids at Silsden, Steeton Youth Club and a children’s club at Long Lee. There are 
crafts, games and usually some tuck involved somewhere within the evenings, with a light touch of 
God in the mix.
Holiday clubs are always on stream, having been held at Bingley, Silsden and Steeton, with a new 
ecumenical venture taking place at Haworth this February, very exciting!
‘Who Let The Dads Out?’ a monthly event at Silsden, sees the Dads having quality time with their 
children and doing what Dads do when they get together. We have seen some good friendships 
forged, which is really heartening. 
Our Circuit Youth Fellowship group called GIFT (Growing in Faith Together), for ages 11+, gather 
together to learn about God in a fun way, through Bible passages, crafts, and games. They have 
enjoyed trips out such as bowling and McDonalds and have joined in a number of District youth 
events. 3Generate has been the highlight of the year for those who went. 
The annual Oakworth Methodist Pantomime in February half term brings a number of children and 
youth together. The fantastic team, drawn together from the community, work really hard to put this 
pantomime together and Jo Dolman, Circuit Youth, Children and Family Worker, acts as the chaplain. 



She prays with the company and is always on hand to support everyone. Across the circuit there are fantastic 
relationships with the local schools. Often the schools will visit their local church for Christian Festivals and 
events like Rewind to Christmas and Easter. Staff members go into a number of schools to take assemblies. 
The Open the Book team goes into two local schools. 

What are the good news stories from the Airedale Circuit?
The past year has been a very busy one; we are looking at how best we equip ourselves for mission as 
churches and as individuals. We have been exploring how we might do things differently and the work 
continues, always mindful of where God might be leading us. It is 10 years since we came together as the 
Airedale Circuit and we began our celebrations last September, gathering together at Keighley Shared Church 
for a good old Yorkshire lunch with Yorkshire puddings followed by apple pie and cheese…mmm! Kerry had his 
first insight into the Airedale Circuit as he preached at our Circuit Service. It is here in Keighley that the 
Welcome Café operates and where we work alongside our Anglican friends offering support and sustenance 
to a number of vulnerable people.
Later in the Autumn we held ‘The Airedale Bake Off’ which saw a variety of bakes, all very tasty! Our Circuit 
Carol Service relocated to a local barn where the livestock took centre stage as we told the Christmas story 
from the refugees’ perspective. In the not too distant future, we are looking forward to the re-opening of 
Cononley St. John’s Church after its refurbishment.
This year we continue to work towards an exciting new way of working together as we explore what it might be 
like to become three churches instead of 18 and having preaching and mission stations. We are still 
considering if this is the way forward, but we are having some engaging conversations in the process. To help 
our discernment we have held a number of prayer days and prayer walks in the communities where we 
worship. One thing that you can say about living and following Christ in the Airedale Circuit is that it is rarely 
static, we are always moving forward, perhaps that is the legacy from our Circuit Pilgrimage two years ago? So 
we are looking towards a future that is not yet clear but we are stepping out in faith, trusting in the God who is 
always ahead of us preparing the way. 

Revd Ruth Crompton, Superintendent Minister

Oxenhope Community Café 
About 18 months ago Revd Cat Thatcher, Deacon Jackie Fowler and myself, Revd David McAloon, had a 
conversation about the needs of this community where we serve as clergy. In the providence of God I was 

contacted at almost exactly the same time by Germinate, 
the section of the J Arthur Rank Charity Trust who seek to 
address the need in rural areas in a Christian context. 
They were preparing a resource pack to help with rural 
isolation and loneliness and asked if we as a rural church 
would like to help in its preparation in relation to a new 
initiative that we may have in mind. Yes we would and, 
with a little seed money as they call it, we began a 
Wednesday Afternoon Community Café staffed by 
volunteers from the village. 
This has grown from nothing to welcoming 30+ adults 
and children with an age range of six months to 95. 
February’s Germinate ‘Countryway’ Magazine contains an 
article by Fiona Fidgin, the local Rank trust officer, who 
has worked closely with us. She quotes some of the folks 
who attend who say, “This is a safe environment where 
people can come and chat and know that there is 
someone there.” Caroline, a volunteer, summed it up by 
saying, “We didn’t realise we needed it, until we did it.”  
This simple project, that is as easy as opening the door 
and putting on the kettle, has drawn a group of people 
together who have become an open community which for 
this little village has replaced loneliness with welcome. 

Revd David McAloon



Leeds North & East Circuit
Ten years ago, Matt Wright, our lay pastoral 
worker at the time, suggested that we 
should start a Messy Church at Christ 
Church, Halton. It seemed a ridiculous 
suggestion that parents and children 
would want to spend two hours in church 
on a Saturday afternoon once a month, but 
we went with the idea. Ten years on, and 
we are celebrating our 10th Anniversary!

One of the parents writes this: “We are proud and happy that Messy Church 
at Christ Church, Halton will be celebrating its 10 year birthday this March. 
Messy Church is such a wonderful event, bringing together the young and 
old, for fun, worship and food. The children enjoy once a month crafts, 
games, music, singing, dancing and prayer. My oldest son has been 
attending from being a baby, he is now 10 and really enjoys being part of 
Messy Church. The volunteers are marvellous, some who have been there 
since Messy Church first opened its doors. We are all looking forward to 
celebrating 10 years with a special Messy Church and birthday cake for 
everyone. Thank you God for Messy Church.”

Revd Robert Creamer, Superintendent Minister
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Having recently moved to the Leeds North 
& East Circuit I have been focusing my 
work on building up relationships within 
the community and local schools.
In December 2019 I had the joy of leading 
two half day workshops with years three & 
four at Shadwell Primary School.

I was so welcomed into the school, and 
invited to stay for lunch. The extended visit 
enabled me to get to know both staff and 
children in a way that isn’t possible when 
you are leading collective worship.
Using papercraft I cut and snipped as I told 
the Christmas story, angels, the manger 
and the Christ child emerging from plain 
pieces of paper!
The children, from many faiths and none, 
really engaged in conversation around 
thinking was the first Christmas a perfect Christmas? We talked about the realities of our Christmas, 
and thoughts came thick and fast from, the Christmas tree lights don’t work to there has been a family 
argument. We thought about the hardships and problems of the first Christmas and, despite all our 
unplanned problems and things that don’t go to plan, we remember the birth of Jesus was the best gift 
God could ever give to us.
In remembering the gifts Jesus was given, the children began to look at gifts that they could offer Jesus, 
things that couldn’t be bought or ordered… It was heart warming to hear some wonderful gifts of 
kindness, friendship and love and care from them without prompting.
We ended the workshop with each child receiving a gift from Shadwell Methodist Church, a nativity 
story that they could take home to colour and design.
The workshops allowed me to build relationships; a teacher then took part in our village carol service, 
children are more willing to speak to me in ‘the village’ and I look forward to the Lent & Easter 
workshops with other year groups!

Revd Tanya Short



Christmas in Pontefract
It all began one morning during a casual conversation at a Food Bank 
session at Central Methodist Church, Pontefract, 'What will the 
Pontefract homeless do on Christmas Day?'

The idea was suggested to our minister, Revd Ruth Gilson-Webb, who 
immediately agreed and encouraged us to take it seriously and look 
at the feasibility of such an idea. However, the first big question was 
'How do we contact those who would benefit from a Christmas 
Dinner?’ 

If you let go in faith and let God in, things happen, and they did! 
There is already a marvellous venture in Pontefract providing free hot 
food, and clothing too if required. Every Thursday evening the 
Pontefract Community Kitchen opens for this express purpose at the 
premises of the Real Bread Company in Gillygate. It's run by a lady 
with seemingly tireless energy and compassion, Ann Lancaster.
Ann had also thought about providing a Christmas Dinner, not only for 
the homeless but also for families and individuals on hard times. She 
realised the Gillygate premises would not be adequate for a 'proper' 
Christmas celebration. We were unaware of Ann's wishes, but 
thought it wise to seek her advice on the matter of discovering who to 
invite. The rest, as they say, is history. Ann leapt at the offer of using 
Central and we soon got down to scheming how to make it possible. 

The idea was floated on the Pontefract Community Facebook page 
and circulated around the local churches, with a date for a 
planning/discussion evening at Central for all those interested in 
supporting the scheme. 24 enthusiastic people turned up to this 
inaugural meeting. Straightaway we decided that it would be a full 
Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings, accompanied by suitable 
gifts for all ages, activities for children and seasonal entertainment. A 
further meeting followed with more volunteers offering to help. Roles 
were defined and responsibility taken for the various tasks. Local 
shops and businesses were approached to provide the soup, turkeys, 
vegetables, sweet course and presents. The response was 
overwhelming.

Over 70 people, men, women and children, received not only a full 
Christmas meal but also presents and entertainment in a warm fun 
filled party. Of course, Father Christmas was there too.
Around 65 sat down to enjoy the three-course meal, and a further 
five housebound or lonely people had theirs, including the gifts, 
delivered to their homes. Remarkably over 50 people, from all walks 
of life, turned up on Christmas Day to decorate the hall, prepare the 
food, cook, serve, clear away and engage with the guests. We must 
not forget all those who came on Christmas Eve to prepare the way 
for Christmas Day. A huge 'Thank You' to all those who gave such 
generous support, donations of money, food items and wrapped 
gifts, and of course special thanks to those who gave hands-on 
support to enable such a wonderful Christmas Day.

Love surely came down at Christmas, we know, we saw it, we 
experienced it.

Peter Finneran, Aire & Calder Circuit
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Special Days

Items for inclusion in the
Summer 2020

issue of the District Newsletter
should reach us by

12 noon on
15th May 2020

22nd March:
Mothering Sunday

5th April: 
Palm Sunday

10th April: 
Good Friday

12th April: 
Easter Sunday

3rd May: 
Vocations Sunday

4th - 7th May: 
Diaconal Order Convocation

10th - 16th May: 
Christian Aid Week

18th - 24th May: 
Mental Health Awareness Week

21st May: 
Ascension Day

24th May: 
Aldersgate Sunday

Wesley Day

7th June: 
Trinity Sunday

District Office, Touchstone,
4 Easby Road, Bradford, BD7 1QX
admin@ywmethodist.org.uk

www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk

@YWMethodist

The climate story and me:
how can the radical stories of Jesus help us to respond to the 
growing climate crisis?

All We Can, the Methodist relief and development agency, is 
working around the world to enable people to see their potential 
fulfilled, to see them become all that they can. However, in 
many of these places, the effects of climate change are already 
destroying livelihoods, damaging farmland and claiming lives. 
We know that in order to change this story, we are going to have 
to take radical action.

This Lent, you could go beyond giving up chocolate again, and 
radically change the story. Journey with All We Can in a 
devotional resource that will help you reflect on how Jesus’ 
storytelling can motivate us to take that action. You will pray, 
read, reflect, learn, be challenged by the stories of others, share 
together and, most importantly, act. 

Order your copies of the
devotional, find out about
other lent resources
and radically
change your story
here:
allwecan.org.uk/lent 

Wibsey Methodist Church, 
School Lane, Wibsey, BD6 1QX

Spring Concert 
with Clifton and Lightcliffe Brass Band 

Saturday, 18th April 2020 at 2:30 pm
Tickets £10 including tea.


