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Dear Friends

I wonder if you have seen the new Lent challenge from the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT)? 

It is called Living Lent. You can find it online at livinglent.org 
Living Lent invites you to choose something that will stretch you this Lent, something that might change 
your daily habits. There are six challenges, all to do with combatting climate change by altering your 
lifestyle. You are invited to tackle just one of them.  

Could you 
• give up single use plastics for Lent?

• go meat-free, or even free of animal products altogether, for Lent?

• commit to finding alternative modes of transport this Lent?

• give up electricity for an hour every day during Lent?

• commit to living locally this Lent?

• buy nothing new for the whole of Lent?

There is more on each of these to help you decide and to support you in keeping your commitment.

I know that this kind of challenge can work. About 20 years ago, my son decided to give up meat for Lent 
and a score of years later continues to be a vegetarian.

It is not easy to do on your own, of course. That is why the Living Lent initiative invites you to sign up and 
join a community (albeit online) that will support and challenge you. This is like the Methodist Way of 
Life that we have been exploring in various ways in the District, circuits and churches. It offers a set of 
commitments and practices that express our Christian faith as Methodists but if we are going to stick to 
them, we need the help and challenge of others.  

Whatever you do this Lent, do something that will make a difference and find others or just one person 
to do it with you, so that you may encourage each other in the Way.

Yours in Christ

Revd Dr Roger L Walton
Chair of District

A Methodist Way of Life

As far as we are able:

WORSHIP

• We will pray daily

• We will worship regularly

• We will look and listen for God each day

LEARNING AND CARING

• We will seek to learn more of God and God’s

 world 

• We will practise friendship and care for others

 and for ourselves

• We will honour creation and tend the

 environment

• We will practise hospitality and  generosity

SERVICE

• We will be good neighbours to those in need

• We will challenge injustice

• We will seek the common good

EVANGELISM

• We will witness to the love of God in Jesus

• We will speak of faith to others

• We will help each other be better disciples

We commit to this rule of life and to the well-being of this

community, out of gratitude to God who forgives, heals, and

makes all things new.  May each life be a blessing within

and beyond God’s church, for the transformation of the

world.

Yorkshire West District

A Methodist Way of Life
Questions for covenant group members to ask of each

other concerning the Way of Life
WORSHIP• What is the pattern of your prayer life?  

• How easy or hard do you find it?

• What has recently spoken to you in worship or Bible

 study?• When has God been close to you?  Has God felt

 distant?
LEARNING AND CARING
• How and what are you learning at the moment? 

• Who or what has God given you to care for?

• How have you practised generosity and hospitality

 since we last met?SERVICE• How are you serving your neighbours? 

• What issues of justice are you involved in? Are

 there any you need to take up?

• How can we support you in your commitments?

EVANGELISM• How have you witnessed to God’s love?

• What opportunities have there been to share your

 faith since we last met
• Are there any particular people you should pray for

 or invite to consider Christian faith?

© R.Walton 2018



We bless God for his unfailing love which he 

manifests towards us through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of the Gifts which 

Bradford Cornerstone Methodist Church has 

rendered to Michiru CCAP Praise Team through Mr 

Mlenga, who is a fellow Congregant.

We are so grateful for the gifts of Hymn Books 

(Songs of Praise/Psalms)
They will really make our job easier as far as 

ministry is concerned.
We look forward to having a Good partnership with 

Bradford Cornerstone Methodist Church.

Attached are pictures which show part of the Praise 

Team expressing their joy after receiving the gifts.

May God Bless Bradford Cornerstone Methodist 

Church.
Kind regards,

Mwabi Thole(Chairman for Michiru CCAP Praise Team) 

During 2018 at Cornerstone Church, Bradford 
we decided to do an audit of our old hymn 
books.
We had received newer copies of Mission 
Praise from churches in our circuit, which had 
closed in the last few years, and these are in 
general use. Secondly, we had obtained brand 
new copies of Hymns & Psalms from 
Methodist Publishing. This meant we had put 
our older copies into storage and 
subsequently they were gathering dust!
As some of you may be aware, we are blessed 
to have the Kuyeli family working and 
worshipping with us at Cornerstone and 
therefore we asked if it would be possible to 
send our surplus hymn books to churches in 
their former homeland of Malawi. Our 
suggestion was graciously accepted and 150 
copies of Mission Praise and 50 copies of 
Hymns & Psalms, along with music copies, 
were sent to five Malawian churches.
These were received with absolute joy and we 
have been sent photographs of the 
presentation ceremony from some of the 
churches, along with a lovely greeting from 
Michiru Central African Presbyterian Church.
It is wonderful to know that our old hymn 
books are being put to good use and God’s 
name can continue to be praised in Malawi.

Andrew Reader
Cornerstone Church, Bradford
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Hymn Books
for Malawi

Travel Lightly is a 6 week (40 day) resource of 
reflections, activities and prayers. Inspiring 
you, with others, to travel lightly as you reflect 
on the wilderness experience, which for many 
people in our world is a daily reality.

The Travel Lightly booklet can be followed daily by 
individuals or used weekly in small groups. There 
are also engaging materials for a church service 
and children, youth and school resources. 

Order and download Lent resources: 

allwecan.org.uk/lent  
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MEET THE
people

Revd Carla Quenet
Role Title: Learning and Development Officer in the Yorkshire Plus Region. I am the aligned officer for 
the Yorkshire West District.

What does your role involve?: My role as a Learning and Development Officer is wide and varied. It 
includes delivering Safeguarding, Mission Shaped Ministry, Pastoral Care, Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusion training. We also offer bespoke training for individual churches, circuits and districts. As a team 
we are often invited to help churches/circuits reflect on their vision and future journeys. We provide 
regional training, development and support in areas such as line management and for Pioneer Ministers. 
We have so far hosted five ‘How to’ practitioner training days; these days originate from training requests 
received by the Yorkshire Plus Learning Network team. I continue to enjoy facilitating Bible Month training 
days and have recently spent a day exploring Colossians ready for this summer.

Additionally, and as part of my wider Connexional responsibilities, I:
• have had a significant role in the design and delivery of 3 Generate for the past two years
• have had opportunity to teach on the spring/summer school for Local Preachers and Worship Leaders  
    in training
• am part of the Cliff College Festival advisory meeting 
• am really excited and delighted to be part of a resource writing group around the Methodist Way of Life
As with many others, no two days or weeks are the same. I absolutely love my role but I certainly cannot 
do it in my own strength!  I constantly give thanks for the faithfulness of God. 
How can you be contacted?: Either by email quenetc@methodistchurch.org.uk or by telephone on
07772 979670.
Which church do you attend?: When other commitments permit, I attend Totley Rise Methodist Church 
in Sheffield (where I live with my family).
Tell us a bit about yourself: I am a daughter, sister, wife, mum to our 4 year old daughter and friend.
I am a committed Christian, eager to serve God. 
Whenever I get opportunity I love spending time with family and friends, sharing precious moments 
together and making memories.
I never need too much persuading to go to the theatre or join in on a cinema trip (especially to see a 
rom-com) and I always take any chance to travel.
I am an ordained Presbyter and prior to joining the Learning Network I had served 12.5 years in the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne District, first in South East Northumberland Ecumenical Area and then in the North 
Shields and Whitley Bay Circuit. During my time in the North East I also served as Ministerial Synod 
Secretary, combined, for a time, with Acting Synod Secretary.
I feel called to serve in the Learning Network. I am privileged to work alongside fabulous colleagues both 
within the team and beyond.  I am looking forward to seeing where God is leading us.
Tell us something that few people know about you: I was born in Cyprus and now, aged 38, have lived 
in three countries and in 16 different homes (including two during my universities days).
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Life in the Airedale Circuit on the edge of the urban sprawl of the Yorkshire West Methodist 
District has much to celebrate.
We begin with two building projects that are coming to a close. The Eldwick Church which is one of our three LEPs is in the second phase of its 
building project. A new hall has been completed and now the church is having a refurbishment and the hall and church being linked together, the 
project cost some £800,000 and due to hard work with fundraising and grants will be completed and paid for this coming June. 
Oakworth Methodist is well on the way to completing “Mission Possible” where a refurbishment of the church and its ancillary rooms will see 
completion of a long hoped for dream which will enable much better facilities for the work alongside ‘Community Theatre Groups’. Hours of work 
and dedication have gone into both projects and it is good to see how God has blessed their progress.
Keighley is a town where there is great deprivation and food poverty and it has been good to see how the church has worked alongside other 
denominations in the town and other faith communities to become part of the ‘Food Poverty Network’. Twice a week a ‘Pay as you can’ café 
provides hot food to those in need and on a Wednesday, with our Muslim brothers and sisters, a hot meal is provided for those who would go 
without. Other areas in our circuit such as Bingley and Haworth serve similar needs with food banks or cafés. Sadly we have seen an increase in 
numbers of the clients who need this kind of provision and we are aware that as well as providing food we need to voice our disquiet. 
Since the employment of our Children and Youth Worker across the circuit we have been delighted to see the children and youth work flourish. 
There are more holiday clubs taking place across the circuit, our Circuit Youth Fellowship is growing and they regularly attend District events and 
3 Generate. We have a small number of young leaders emerging which gives heart to the circuit. 
Last year our theme for the year was pilgrimage which saw a number of people walk all round the circuit visiting the churches on their way. The 
prayer life of the circuit was enhanced and a number of small prayer groups have emerged from this venture. This year we will be sharing in 
‘What’s your story’ across the months continuing in this journey of exploration of faith through story and testimony. 
In September we celebrate our 10th anniversary and so we are beginning to focus on what we might do to celebrate such an occasion…Watch 
this space!
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t ‘Yeah, That would be amazing, thank you’ - Bradford South
That was the response to my offer of praying with someone I’d met for the first time at our 
last ‘Beer and Hymns’ service held at The Peacock Bar on North Parade. I’d never seen the 
guy before and there’s a chance I might not see him again but, in that moment and amongst 
a crowd of other people including his friends and girlfriend, he was experiencing something 
of the grace of God. Sharing the Gospel in a pub is a thrilling experience and for the last 4 
years the St Arnold’s Pub Church project based in the Bradford South Circuit has been doing 
just that.
Since 2015 the City of Bradford has begun a process of regeneration at the heart of which 
has been the city’s expanding craft beer bar and brewing scene. A natural affinity and 
profound appreciation of the resulting products and the places in which they are consumed 
has put me in a great position to be part of the resulting community. Or to put it another way, 
I love beer, I love pubs and I love the people I find there. 
St Arnold is known as the Patron Saint of brewers and hop pickers so it seemed a natural fit 
to take his name for the project. I also love this quote attributed to him, ‘From man’s sweat 
and God’s love, beer came into the world.’ Armed with that identity and an idea to create a 
new ‘Pub Church’ in the heart of my city, I started to test the water and see if there might be 
a venue where we could begin building a new community. This led to a meeting with the 
manager of what would become the new Bradford Brewery. Two events soon followed, an 
Easter Sunday ‘Beer and Hymns’ service, attended by a couple of hundred people, and a 
regular Monday night chaplaincy session known as ‘The Vicar’s Inn’. While the Bradford 
Brewery may have already folded, both of those events have gone from strength to strength 
in new venues. My Monday night chaplaincy sessions are now spent listening to staff and 
customers at a number of bars and cafes in the North Parade area of Bradford City centre 
and we now hold our regular Beer and Hymns events at The Peacock Bar, 25 North Parade. 
The Peacock is also home to our monthly Sunday morning Communion service, One@11. 
This means that every month a group of Christians, Atheists, Agnostics, and Muslims meet in 
a bar run by Hindu brothers, to explore faith and share together in Holy Sacrament. I’ve got a 
feeling that this is probably the only place in the world that happens and is just about the 
most ‘Bradford’ thing I can possibly imagine! 
We also hold a Curry and Carols event with The Peacock the week before Christmas which is 
probably my favourite service of the year. As part of that service I always take and bless 
some water before making the sign of the cross on the doors of the bar, praying that The 
Peacock will always be a place of peace, fun and community, filled with God’s blessings. I 
also tell people that if they would like to receive their own special blessing of God’s peace for 
Christmas, they can hold out their hands as I pass and I will make the sign of the cross on 
their palm and pray a blessing for them. There’s people there who are from our circuit 
churches, ecumenical friends, people of other faiths and those with no faith at all. As soon 
as I step out from behind the bar with that holy water they all hold out their hands, literally 
reaching out for God’s blessing. It’s so special, emotional and such a privilege to be working 
alongside God in that moment.
A small group of us who have committed to our District’s ‘Methodist Rule of Life’ are also 
meeting at a city centre cafe every Saturday morning to work through one of the sections of 
questions on the back of the card. This is another way for us to support a city centre 
business and bring conversations about our faith into a place where they may not normally 
be heard. 
Everything about the St Arnold’s project is based around our church occupying a space 
within the city centre and the North Parade community but this work is supported and 
empowered by our Methodist structures. Our staff and circuit meetings both hear reports of 
the work of St Arnold’s and help with policy and safeguarding frameworks. At the moment 
my role in the circuit is split in half with my time shared between duties ‘in circuit’ and as a 
‘pioneer minister’. This dual role helps me to remain well anchored and supervised as part 
of a staff team and means that when people outside the church say, ’so are you like, a real 
vicar then?’ I can answer ‘yes I am’ (and then I explain the term ‘Minister’!)  
Financial support for this project comes from the Bradford North Circuit, the District and the 
Connexional Grants Committee. All of this helps to give the project a distinctly Methodist 
identity and means that it is owned by a group much wider than just the Bradford South 
Circuit. 
I feel immensely privileged to be able to work in this role and I am profoundly grateful to all 
of those who help in the outworking of this project. God is moving in people’s lives all 
through our city and is inviting us all to be a part of that mission. If you’d like to know more 
about what we do, please do join us for worship at one of our services or come and chat to 
me on a Monday night. You know where to find me and mine’s a pint! Cheers!

(Revd Graeme Dutton)

Pancakes and Popcorn - Leeds North & East
A popcorn machine? From circuit mission funds? What were Chapel Allerton thinking of?
For as many years as anyone can remember, the old Methodist Centre in Chapel Allerton has been very well used by the local community for 
everything from playgroup to lunch club, from birthday parties to an art club. We are blessed to be at the heart of a vibrant and growing 
community to the north of Leeds city centre. However, the church building, a lovely flexible space opened in 1983, was rarely used, except on 
Sundays. What could we do to encourage the local community to make more use of the church building? – a familiar challenge for many 
churches.
Since the end of the last century, a Christingle service on Christmas Eve had been well attended by local families and with Andrew our minister, 
we began to look at ways to build on this. The idea of a ‘pancake party’ was born and in response to one of the helpers, who wanted her little girl 
to experience the church building as a fun place to be, further activities were planned during 2013. Another mum suggested a name and so 
‘Explorers’ came into being, ‘where children and their parents/carers can have fun together’, similar to Messy Church.

Explorers began as an after school group but we found it worked better during school holidays, from October to April. For the first time last 
summer, we worked alongside the ecumenical Chapel Allerton Youth Project (which benefits from District funding) to develop a three day holiday 
club, using a Scripture Union model, also in the church, and plans are in place for another holiday club in 2019. Explorers is now an established 
part of our mission to the local community. 

But still the church lay empty for most of the time. In 2015, the circuit funded a Mission Enabler and we were fortunate to have 12 hours a week 
of her time. Helen brought some ideas from her home church at Bilton in Harrogate, including a Film Night. So now, at 4pm on Saturday 
afternoons, once a month during the winter, we roll out the popcorn machine, heat up hot-dogs and show a film. People hear about it on local 
social media, in the school playground, via the Brownies, in the library – wherever we can think of really. Our copyright licence doesn’t allow us to 
charge for admission or use the name of the film in advertising, so we have had films about a bear from Peru, a rabbit with a blue jacket and we 
ask for donations for our church charity for refreshments. We are learning to be better at having intentional conversations during the interval, but 
the children certainly feel at home – they were dancing between the chairs at the end of Beauty and the Beast in February.

ONESOUND - an inspirational music event in the Aire & Calder Circuit
Some of you may not have heard of ONESOUND, the music charity comprising a choir and band offering inspirational Christian music to any who 
would invite them. However, they may (excuse the musical pun!) ring a few bells for former members of MAYC, for ONESOUND is the successor to 
the MAYC Orchestra & Singers.  They were invited to the Aire & Calder Circuit as a result of the Chair of ONESOUND finding a lost email addressed 
to the Orchestra & Singers, and responding, to it albeit some 10 months after it was sent!  They performed at the Civic Centre in Castleford, West 
Yorkshire on a Saturday evening last autumn and then were involved in worship leading on the Sunday, at Trinity, Castleford who acted as hosts 
for the four days they were there. An audience of around 250 came to the concert. They danced, clapped and sang their way through two hours 
of modern Christian music. This was an inspirational and missional event which all ages could take part in and enjoy….and enjoy we did!The 
music was extremely well led by Matt Beckingham and the testimonies offered by young people of their Christian experience and calling were 
very moving and challenging.  The Circuit used the occasion to support MHA’s “Music & Therapy” programme and £150 was donated. Details of 
ONESOUND can be found on their website (www.onesound.org.uk) as well as a list of their forthcoming events in various parts of the UK. If you 
get the chance, go along and enjoy the experience. If you are bold enough, invite them to your circuit(s) and share in their ministry. (Colin Ride)

Some of Airedale’s young people The magnificent new Eldwick Church nears completion Popcorn and Pancakes going down well in Leeds
North & East



One of the great assets of our Yorkshire West Methodist 
District is the former chapel at Conistone village in 
Wharfedale, which now operates as a hostel, providing 
self-catering holidays, at very reasonable cost, (only £10 per 
person per night!) in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales National 
Park.

See www.conistone-hostel.org.uk

The hostel is managed by a small group of volunteers, who 
are anxious to make people across the new District aware of 
its existence and the facilities it offers. To this end, we are 
holding an Open Day on Saturday, 22nd June 2019, between 
10.00 am and 4.00 pm. Light refreshments will be available 
throughout the day and plans will be available to show our 
proposals for upgrading the amenities and making the 
premises even more attractive.

Why not have a day out in beautiful Wharfedale and call in at 
the hostel to find out what it offers? From Grassington head 
towards Kettlewell, and Conistone is 3 miles up the road, 
across the valley from Kilnsey Crag.

Put the date in your diary. We would love to see you!

For more details, contact Martin Bashforth (01274 821942) 
or mjbashforth@blueyonder.co.uk

Open Day at
Conistone
Hostel

The Farewell Service for
Revd Dr Roger L Walton

will take place on
Tuesday 23rd July 2019 at 7.00pm

at Brighouse Central Methodist Church,
Commercial Street, Brighouse, HD6 1AQ.

All are welcome to attend.



THE YEAR OF GREEN BRICKS: 2019
Sometimes folk say that the church should be fulfilling its mission of presenting Jesus-shaped values to the 
world and not be spending time and money on new buildings for ourselves. In this year of Green Bricks we 
can love our neighbours and ourselves, as Jesus commanded; we in Baildon are erecting the Fold, a 
two-storey building, and glorifying God and Christ all together.

Baildon’s mission statement is "Loving God. Loving people. Loving the world". The Fold project fulfils this. We 
are loving God, the Creator, by erecting a building which will use very little electricity and emit virtually no 
carbon dioxide, and thus help to preserve the glory of God's bio-diverse creation. We are loving people by 
providing extensive new suitable, comfortable facilities, particularly for the pre-school nursery and our 
Beavers and projected Cubs and Scouts. We are loving the world by reducing, in a small way, global heating, 
thus reducing flooding in Britain and slowing down the warming of the oceans which is raising sea levels and 
so flooding homes and farms throughout the earth. In Mark 16:15. Jesus says, "Proclaim the good news to 
the whole creation." Our project enFolds the whole globe and all that is in it. We are helping to preserve God’s 
work, not destroy it.

Raising money for the Fold is far more than a building project. It is supporting our mission statement and 
carrying out the command of Jesus. 

2019 is the Year of Green Bricks. We have raised £700,000 and now are challenging ourselves and our wider 
community to raise the £200,000 that we need to complete this building by this summer. Some years ago we 
set up a Green Fund which paid for the porch which has minimised draughts through Wesleys. To do this, 
some of us paid a sum of money to reduce the negative effects of our greenhouse gas emissions: this is 
called "offsetting".  Our Christian watchwords should be "Cut your carbon emissions where possible. Offset 
the rest".  We are asking that you consider offsetting your carbon dioxide emissions for your travel by land and 
air by buying Green Bricks for the Fold. To do this you can go on the online to footprintr.me to calculate your 
carbon footprint – but please do not donate via this website;  then make a Google search for Virgin Money 
Giving ‘VMG Baildon Buy a Brick’ to donate the cost of your  emissions and add Gift Aid if you can.

If you do not use the Internet, then a cheque for Green Bricks at £5 each, made payable to ‘Baildon 
Methodist Church BIG Fund’ can be sent to John Sykes, Treasurer of Baildon Methodist Church, 2 Foxhill, 
Baildon, BD17 5TG.

Baildon Methodist Church is a beacon of green light to our community and nation. The Fold will make it the 
first church in our country with a building needing virtually no energy input, constructed to standards similar 
to a Passivhaus. 

The Fold will enFold our mission. 

John Anderson. Assistant Fund-Raiser for the Fold. Local Preacher. 

@dansdenilkley
Charity Number 1166027.

Dan's Den at Christchurch (The Grove, Ilkley LS29 9LW) has now been open
for three and a half years. During that time we have hosted countless children
with their mums, dads, grandparents, nannies, childminders, aunts, uncles
and family friends.

Visitors to Dan's Den get a warm welcome from staff and volunteers.
Dan's Den employs an Outreach Worker who mingles with the families in the
space, providing adult conversation, a listening ear for troubles, prayer and
signposting for those in crisis. The cafe provides a range of refreshments
including home prepared light meals and cake.

Dan's Den has resulted in some new initiatives in Christchurch. Firstly, we have
started a Sunday afternoon family friendly service using the space to provide a
welcome and refreshments. We have also started a monthly service for families
who have children with special needs. And, following a conversation with a
member of staff, we provide a twice yearly Baby Loss service to commemorate
the loss of a baby in pregnancy or infancy.  

Dan's Den at Christchurch is open 9.30 am - 5 pm Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday and 9.30 am - 1 pm on Tuesday and Saturday.
See our website for more details: www.dansdenilkley.co.uk



* District Office,
 19 Wentworth Court,
 Rastrick, Brighouse, 
 HD6 3XD
: admin@ywmethodist.org.uk

www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk

@YWMethodist
Yorkshire West District
Registered Charity Number: 1133134

31st March: 
Mothering Sunday

14th April: 
Palm Sunday

19th April: 
Good Friday

21st April: 
Easter Sunday

7th - 10th May: 
Diaconal Order Convocation

12th May: 
Vocations Sunday

12th - 18th May: 
Christian Aid Week

13th - 19th May: 
Mental Health Awareness Week

19th May: 
Aldersgate Sunday

24th May: 
Wesley Day

30th May: 
Ascension Day

2nd June: 
Environment Sunday

9th June: 
Pentecost Sunday
Methodist Homes Sunday

Special Days

Items for inclusion in the Summer 2019
issue of the District Newsletter should
reach us by 12 noon on 15 May 2019

NE
PROGRAMME
ONEOPPORTUNITY

DO YOU WANT TO:
Grow in faith, discipleship
and confidence?

Learn to live out your faith
and discern and use your 
gifts?

Develop a project that will
help your church in its
work and mission?

Generate confidence in your
church in nurturing young
people as active disciples
within the church family?

What is the ONE Opportunity
Programme?
The ONE Opportunity Programme runs
from September to August each year
and applications are welcome from
anyone aged 16-23 in the Yorkshire 
West district. 
It is designed to encourage, recognise
and reward the participation of young
people within the District in the
church’s life and mission.

It gives them the opportunity to
be involved on a part-time basis
in the development of the
mission and ministry of their 
local churches.

For more details and participant application pack
please contact:
Nicky Hoyle - onecoordinator@ywmethodist.org.uk 
Tel: 07305 822596
or
John Burland - oneadmin@ywmethodist.org.uk 
Tel: 07400 601143

Yorkshire West's ONE Opportunity Programme is now
recruiting 16-23 year olds to start in September 2019. 


