
 Dear Friends 

‘Don’t listen like someone laying traps or getting confirmation for what you believe to be the case, 

but listen for the news that comes fresh from someone’s being because you have opened a space 

for it to be heard for the first time’ (James O’Dea) 

I came across this quote quite recently. It immediately struck me with some force. So often in our conversations, 

even if we are not laying traps for other people, we are looking for confirmation of what we already think or       

believe. It is sometimes said that we read the newspapers that confirm our views and reinforce our bias. Social   

media may be same. Users of Facebook or Twitter normally connect with friends, family and people who have    

similar views and outlooks. Some have called this ‘having your own echo chamber!’ 

Whilst I do not believe the more cynical perspective on our reading habits and our engagement with social media, I 

do recognise that I notice things that I already have sympathy for or that resonate with my own values. This is not 

altogether a bad thing, because it allows us to explore in more depth inclinations that we already have.  It does, 

however, risk us seeing only what we want to see and not being open to the new and different. 

I guess, as you read this, we may be approaching or already in     

Advent. Advent is a time of waiting and watching, looking and     

listening for what God is doing (Isaiah 43.19). The quote above may 

be a reminder of how to approach the journey to Christmas.  The 

unlikely coming of God to be born in a stable would not have been 

what most people were expecting.  Mary, Joseph, the Magi and the 

shepherds, all needed some kind of prompt to see the new reality 

before them. They also needed a willingness to be open to hear 

something ‘for the first time’.    

Use Advent to be open to the new things God may be saying to you and, as you invite others to your carol and   

nativity services, pray that they too may be open to hear the whisper of God’s voice and feel God’s love touching 

the world and their lives. 

                                                                               

                        The Revd Dr Roger L Walton 

                                                                      Chair of District 
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Winter 2017 

 

 

MISSION SHAPED MINISTRY COURSE 

A reminder that bookings are now being taken for the new course starting in April 2018.   
This is a one year part time learning journey (a Monday evening or a Saturday each month) in a   

supportive community to equip people for a lifetime of good practice and learning, whether in making 
church better, or in planting and sustaining fresh expressions of church.  

For more information contact Revd Nick Blundell on 01274 416506 or email: nickcblund@gmail.com
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Horbury Methodist Church  

High Street, Horbury, WF4 5LE 
 

invites you to visit their  
 

Festival of Cribs  

… a display of nativity sets from around 

 the world and the UK.  
 

Opening Times:                                                                                                     

Saturday, 2nd December: 10 am to 4 pm 

Sunday, 3rd December: 2 pm to 4 pm 

Monday, 4th December: 10 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday, 5th December: 10 am to 4 pm 

Wednesday, 6th December: 10 am to 1 pm 

Thursday, 7th December: 10 am to 4 pm. 
 

Refreshments available. 

St udy D ay  

Wharfedale & Aireborough Circuit 

invites you to 

Windows on the Son of God -  
The Seven ‘I AM’ Sayings of John’s Gospel 

a study day for preachers and others  
led by Dr Ben Pugh, Lecturer in New Testament and  

Applied Theology at Cliff College.  
 

Saturday 6th January 2018  
10.30 am - 3.30pm 

 at Christchurch, The Grove, Ilkley LS29 9LW.  

Drinks will be provided but please bring your own lunch 
or use Christchurch Café or one of the many eating  

places in Ilkley. A £5 donation would be appreciated to 
help defray expenses. 

Please book your place by 1st January 2018  
by contacting Mike Fawcett,  

Circuit Administrator: admin@wandamethodists.org.uk 
 

Enquiries: Viv Pitts 01943 968301 or 
vivienpitts@talktalk.net 

HOLY HABITS … a new rhythm, a new worship format and a source of ‘sparkling’ Christian fellowship. 

A book written by the Revd Andrew Roberts, a Methodist minister serving in Birmingham. He used a sabbatical to 
examine Acts 2 v 42-46 and discovered 10 ‘Holy Habits’ of the early spirit-filled church within those verses. 

It is a great resource for fellowship / house groups /bible studies as it contains bible focus passages and stimulating 
questions. 

In the Leeds South and West Circuit we are studying the Holy Habits in a monthly evening service (September 2017 
to July 2018). It lasts from 6 to 7.30 pm with refreshments morphing into discussion in the middle. 

Feedback so far has been that the congregation enjoys the ‘round the piano’ seating arrangement, varied music, 
informal style of worship, bible passages read out loud together, time for reflection, stimulating discussion and the 
opportunity to meet folk from around our circuit (22 churches).  We meet at Hunslet (first Sunday) and repeat the 

service in the north of our circuit on the second Sunday. This gives people 
opportunities to attend. 

We are three months ‘in’ and attendances have been around 30 at Hunslet and 40 in 
the north of the circuit. We have sold 40 copies of the book and are delighted that 
fellowship groups (and individuals) are taking up the monthly theme in their own time. 

We ask folk to bring their own mug. This is so we are not burdening the kitchen team 
and everyone can be home for a certain well known documentary on our oceans.   
Win, win! 

We should be pleased to hear if others are using this material or to share our 
experience if this seems a good idea for your situation. 

Phil Maud on behalf of Leeds South & West Circuit 
(Circuit Office: erica@lswmethodists.org.uk) 
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To all those who have donated to my head 

shave, can I say a big thank you. My target 

has been exceeded and, together with your 

help and that of the Chancellor of the       

Exchequer, we have raised over £15,250. 

 

£8,000 will go to Action for Children, including 

some for work in our District. 

£7,000+ will go to End Polio Now, plus of 

course the additional money from the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, making a total of 

£21,000 for this cause, enough to vaccinate 

over 105,000 children against polio.   
                                                    Maurice Baren 

        

S ponsored  He ad S have  -  A  BIG Thank You  

Meet t he  Pe ople  
 

Name: Katy Spencer-Madden Role Title: District Safeguarding Officer (DSO) 

What does your role involve?:  I have only been in the role as District Safeguarding 

Officer for a few months, but it is already proving to be a very busy and varied role.   

Firstly, I am responsible, together with other colleagues, for promoting good practice of 
safeguarding throughout churches and circuits. I am guided by Methodist policies to help 

provide advice on all matters to do with safeguarding. As many safeguarding issues are 

particularly sensitive it is important for people to have someone to contact and discuss 

ways forward. I am responsible for helping deal with safeguarding concerns that may 

arise in churches and in some individual cases I undertake risk assessments. I also help 

create and have oversight of Safeguarding Contracts. Together with the other DSOs we 

deliver the Creating Safer Space Leadership Module and train trainers to deliver the Creating Safer Space     

Foundation Modules. I am also part of the District Safeguarding Advisory Group and am in contact with the       

safeguarding team at Connexion to pass on information/updates to circuits. 
  

What church do you attend?: My family and I have attended Holcombe Brook Methodist Church in Ramsbottom 
for the past five years, where my husband is also the Youth Minister.  
 

Tell us a bit about yourself: I grew up in Burnley with my family, being the youngest of three siblings. As far back 

as I can remember I always attended church and can quite clearly recall becoming a Christian at the age of five at 

a Girls Brigade camp. After finishing at school and college, I worked at an estate agents for a while until I felt God 

directing me into some type of ministry. I took a gap year with the organisation Careforce where I worked for a 

Baptist Church and experienced many kinds of ministry from working with the elderly, children’s work, young    

people’s work, preaching/taking services, leading worship etc. From this year I felt that youth work was where God 
was directing me and I signed up to do a degree in Youth Work and Ministry with the organisation Oasis in Leeds. 

During this time I worked in churches in Leeds and Stockport. I also met Danny on the course, who has now been 

my husband for eight years. My first full time post as a Youth Minister was working for a pioneering youth project 

across three Church of England churches; I did this until I had my daughter Jessie in 2012. After staying at home 

with Jessie for a year I started working in a school with children who have special educational needs. In 2015 I had 

another child, Stephen. In the little spare time that I get with having two active young children, I love watching films, 

baking, shopping (browsing mostly) and spending time with my lovely family.  
 

Tell us something that few people know about you?: Me and my family have a habit of collecting unusual 

pets, the list includes; piranhas, skinny pigs (guinea pigs with no fur hence the name skin-ny pigs), ducks, a giant 

rabbit (easily the size of a medium dog weighing nearly two stone), rats and currently an unmanageable amount of 

stick insects. I do keep saying no more but we did particularly love having rats and I am very tempted to get a giant 

African millipede after I recently got the chance to hold one.  



Items for inclusion in the  

Spring 2018 issue of the District 

Newsletter should reach us by  

12 noon on 15 February 2018 

 

 District Office 

 19 Wentworth Court 

 Brighouse HD6 3XD 
 

 admin@ywmethodist.org.uk 

 

 

Find us on 
Facebook 

www.facebook.com/YWMethodist 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@YWMethodist 

Visit our website: www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk 

 

Methodist Women in Britain 

CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH, BATLEY, WF17 5DS 

 

DAFFODIL RALLY 

TUESDAY, 6TH MARCH 2018 at 2.00 PM 

Speaker : The Revd Trevor Grewcock 

Leader: The Revd Andrew Halstead 

Soloist: Jo-Anne Trevenna  

Organist: Mr Keith Webster 
 

Tea and biscuits will be served after the service at a cost of 60p. 

Special Days 

 25 December   Christmas Day 

 6 January  Epiphany  

 7 January  Covenant Sunday 

 18-25 January  Octave of Prayer for  

    Christian Unity 

 27 January  Holocaust Memorial Day 

 28 January  Homelessness Sunday 

 11 February  Racial Justice Sunday 

 14 February  Ash Wednesday 

 26 February -  Fairtrade Fortnight 

11 March 

 2 March   Women’s World Day of  

    Prayer 

 11 March  Mothering Sunday 

 25 March   Palm Sunday 

 30 March  Good Friday 

http://creative.ak.fbcdn.net/ads3/creative/pressroom/jpg/n_1234209334_facebook_logo.jpg

