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On a sunny Saturday in September we held the induction event for the ﬁrst cohort of our new ONE
Opportunity Programme. We were delighted that the President of the Conference, the Revd Michaela
Youngson, and the Yorkshire West District Chair, the Revd Dr Roger Walton, joined us as we ended our
day with worship and communion. Held at Christchurch, Ilkley, and lovingly catered for by the church
café, the day included the sharing of hopes and fears and project ideas.
There was a wonderful sense of anticipation and excitement among participants, Project Enablers and
the District Team throughout the induction day as we started this ﬁrst Yorkshire West District ONE
Opportunity journey.

About the ONE Opportunity Programme
The Programme is designed to encourage, recognise and reward the participation of young people aged 16 - 23 in the local church’s life and
mission as they take on a project that will help the church develop its mission and ministry. Each participant has a Project Enabler who will
help and support them in their local church or circuit projects, and a Mentor to support and accompany them on their discipleship journey.
This year’s participants come from all parts of the District including Bradford, Calderdale, Liversedge, Huddersﬁeld and Pontefract.
Their projects include art, music and sports for young people, befriending older people in a Café environment, and working with children in
their transition from Junior to Secondary school age.

a snapshot of our first weekend together

During the year the participants join the District Team for 3
residential weekends designed to build faith, community and
conﬁdence.

finding god

The ﬁrst took place in November at the beautiful
Parcevall Hall: here’s a taste of the weekend’s activities

in nature

In the potters Hand:
Expressing who we are

Worship

reflection

If you are aged between 16 & 23
and would like to get involved?
we are welcoming applications
for 2019/20

Megan is working with the United Church
Kirkheaton in the Huddersﬁeld Circuit, is running
a group for 11-15 year olds. She says: “This is
going to be a place where they can be creative,
express themselves, talk about problems that
they may face in this time of their lives and
exploring faith and understanding faith, showing
them that church and faith isn’t scary as it
seems.” Megan is looking forward to new
experiences and is enjoying “exploring faith
without being judged”.
Rhianna, working with Upton, Pontefract and
Ackworth churches in the Aire and Calder circuit,
is helping to organise a Navigate programme for
children in years 4-8. She aims to help them
understand the Bible as well as create a
supportive social group. Rhianna wants to gain
leadership skills and hopes the programme will
help her towards the job she wants in the future.
She loved the walk at the residential weekend
and getting to know the group. She said “I feel
really proud of everyone”.
Abi and Alice are both working with Cross Hills
church in the Calderdale circuit. Abi’s aim is to
bring social situations to light and approach
them from a Christian perspective, working with
year 8 upwards and beginning with the church
youth but hoping to extend it to young people
from outside the church. She is excited about
building up relationships with the children. Alice
is establishing a singing group which will explore
the words of the songs and using them for
devotions. She is working with all ages of
children and youth, and has some older people
helping out. Alice loved the worship at the
residential weekend and is excited about building
up “my faith and the kids’ faith”.
Jacob is working in the Waste Not Want Not Café
at St Andrew’s, Liversedge, in the North Kirklees
and Morley Circuit. He is developing a
‘Befriender role’ to create a bridge between
older and younger people at the café. Jacob says
“Sometimes I think older people feel distant
from my generation. I’d like to help mend that.”
Kim’s project has a creative focus. Kim is
working with St Andrew's in Bradford North to
run creative sessions using arts, craﬅs, music
and games to enable young people to have
discussions about God and everyday life. She
hopes they will feel welcome and safe to
express themselves and meet new people.

Meet The Team

Our participants and their projects

Rob Drost
a Methodist Minister in the Aire and
Calder Circuit, has the role of Chaplain to
the Programme.
He will be supporting the young people
on the programme through phone-calls,
meetings and the Residential gatherings.
Rob says: “I started my own journey of
faith by taking a Gap Year in a church in
Gloucester which then led me to
Theological college and my working in
churches and Christian Projects - one of
which is called "Time for God" which
gives the same type of experience as our
programme.
I am very excited about working
alongside our young people and staﬀ and
pray that they will have a great
experience - one may become a future
Methodist President?!”

Nicky Hoyle
is the Coordinator for the programme.
Nicky has lots of experience as a
volunteer in Christian youth work as well
as coaching and mentoring skills.
“This brings together so many of my
passions – developing young people,
helping them grow in faith and building
up the church to name but three”, said
Nicky.

John Burland
is the Administrator for the ONE
Opportunity Programme for the
Yorkshire West District. He's a Church
Steward at his local Methodist Church in
Otley, where he and his wife worship.
John is a keen walker and says "I always
feel very spiritually upliﬅed when
climbing mountains where I can
appreciate the beauty of God’s creation."
John is looking forward to playing his
part in facilitating the participants to
develop their skills, giﬅs and talents over
the next few months.
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For more details or participant application packs
please contact:
Nicky Hoyle - onecoordinator@ywmethodist.org.uk
Tel: 07305 822596
or
John Burland - oneadmin@ywmethodist.org.uk
Tel: 07400 601143

