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Dear MWiB friends, 
 

I do hope that you and your families are keeping well. As I write this we are all about to go 

into our second lock-down, something we couldn’t have imagined would happen. Many of us 

feel that life has been so restricted for so long. We hope and pray for improvements in the 

situation in the not too distant future and think of all those working in essential roles to 

keep us safe and cared for. 
 

Throughout these months, the Connexional Committee has been busy on our behalf. Most of 

their meetings have taken place on Zoom, as did the Forum. We thank Janet Thompson for 

being there to represent us. Plans are being made for future events but obviously dates and 

venues are on hold. We are to have a new strapline which will be printed on merchandise - ‘For 

Women, For Justice, For Christ.’ 
 

The District Committee has also kept in touch via Zoom. We were sad that the District 

Conference at Red Lea was, in the end, cancelled completely. Efforts had been made to 

transfer the booking to May but  having offered us a date, the hotel then found it could not 

accommodate us.  
 

I am delighted to tell you that over the two years, 2018-2020, the money raised for All We 

Can by the District was £4862.05 - an amazing amount especially in view of the problems of 

the last few months. Thank you so much. We will continue to support All We Can for this coming 

year and I imagine that most people have heard that the special appeal now is for bicycles. If 

you feel that you want to donate, cheques can be sent to Sue Gray or if you donate directly it 

would be good if you could mention District MWiB. 
 

I would like to share with you some sad news which some may have already heard. Deacon (or 

her preference, Sister) Jean Stephenson has recently died. She will  especially be remembered 

by those from the former West Yorkshire District for her involvement in Women’s Network. 

I was privileged to see the link to her funeral service at Skipton crematorium. Revd Ruth 

Crompton read a passage which Jean had written herself reflecting on her life. In it she 

mentioned the importance of Network to her. We give thanks for her life and work. 
 

Finally, I am delighted to say that we have the opportunity to get together in a SERVICE FOR 

ADVENT through Zoom. The theme will be ‘Let your face shine on us’ .I do hope that as many 

of you as possible will be able to join on THURSDAY, 3rd DECEMBER at 2pm. We are able to 

do this through the help of Katie Fairbank from Lindley Methodist Church and the 

Huddersfield Circuit. The Chair of District, Revd Kerry Tankard, has kindly agreed to  send us 

a message and preparations are being made for music and readings. Please put the date in your 

diary and tell your friends. Please e-mail me if you would like the link and I will send it out 

nearer the time. 
 

Many blessings,  

Joy                                                                    joy.coates@outlook.com 


