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When Judith Allinson ordered an inflatable banana in February 2016 to make an 

impressive wall display for Fair Trade Fortnight in St John’s Methodist Church Hall, 

Settle, for the Grand Opening Weekend of their newly built Worship Room ( new 

Church) she had not calculated on the difficulty of suspending it above the board.   

By the second day that string had slipped – and the banana was vertical not 

horizontal 

 Undaunted Judith released it from the string .. and took it for walks around town with 

her during the following week….. 

“I recommend you do that in 2017. It is brilliant fun.” 

 

“Support Fair Trade Products.” She says. “They are usually grown in more 

ecologically sensitive ways. And the people producing them get better conditions. 

Also buy local.- It keeps the money in the local system  

And buy less. Instead, enjoy simple things that give other people enjoyment – such 

as taking a banana for a walk.” 
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Here the banana 
has just been 
suspended, ready 
for the “Grand 
Opening Day”.  
 
Some of the 
committee weren’t 
so sure about it. 
 
Somehow (with 
repeated help) it 
stayed up on the 
Saturday, whilst the 
hall was full of lively 
stalls of groups that 
use the hall  - from 
Scottish Dancers to 
Yoga, From Bridge 
to Tai Chi..   
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In the new Coffee 
Lounge Fair Trade 
Tea and Coffee 
were served. All day 
along with bacon 
butties. 
 
I hope the bacon 
was local. I doubt if 
the bread was. But it 
fitted in with the 
2016 theme of “Fair 
Trade Breakfasts” 
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I was delighted 
when the organiser 
of the stalls in the 
hall had allocated 
the Traidcraft Stall 
to the space below 
my display 
 
(You can buy 
Traidcraft Goods 
each Tuesday 
morning 10-12 at 
the Friends Meeting 
House in Settle) 
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At the far end of the 

hall sat  Cecile with 

Settle Spinners 

showing the skeins of 

local– wool from 

Wensleydale sheep 

from Farmers at 

Bentham “Wenning 

Wool ”. An Example 

of Local Fair Trade–.  

See the banana in 

the top left of the 

picture – still up   - 

enlarged below:                               

 

 
 

 

https://wenningwool.wordpress.com/
https://wenningwool.wordpress.com/
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And it stayed up half 
the Sunday whilst 
the important people 
came in for tea –  
 
Front right with his 
back to us is Fr 
Tony Boylan the 
retired Catholic 
Priest, who in the 
past has run events 
for Churches 
Together saying:- 
 
 “We must change 
Trade Rules - just 
doing “Fair Trade” 
is not enough.” 
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The Chairman of the 
District (centre) 
(who is also 
President of 
Conference 
Designate) gave the 
sermon.. then came 
through for tea. 
 
. But  
Oh dear.. the tape 
holding up the string 
holding up the 
banana has 
slipped.. 
 
 
I crept back at 10pm 
and removed the 
Banana 
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Next day was 
Speakers Club at 
Skipton, and that 
night I was to be 
Chairman. 
 
 The most important 
roll when you are 
Chair is to provide 
the raffle prize – So 
see, I have brought 
Fair Trade Wine and 
Fair Trade 
Chocolate Bar 
 
The banana is not a 
prize – it just sets 
the atmosphere. 

 

http://www.craven-speakers.org.uk/
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This next picture is 
nothing whatever to 
do with Fair Trade  
– but I thought you 
might like to see the 
resourcefulness  - 
nay – resilience -of 
Craven Speakers 
Club.  
 
When the lights 
(green, amber and 
red) had not been 
brought to time the 
speeches – The 
time keeper 
substitutes a red 
umbrella for the red 
light. 
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Friday morning is 
“Athle-fit” in the 
Scout Drill Hall– 
Circuit Training.. for 
ladies, led by long 
suffering Jill of Run-
Bike-Fun (She may 
want this picture for 
her website).. 
 
Four of us from St 
John’s church 
attend) 
 
Can you see the 
banana? 

 

http://www.runbikefun.co.uk/activities/athlefit/
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Well you can now. 
 
It’s very heavy 
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There – Done it! 
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Tuesday 8 March is 
Slimming World. 
 
And along comes 
the Banana. 
 
Hmmm gained 3 lb 
this week. That’s no 
good.  Must have 
been all the bacon 
butties… 
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After Slimming 
world I go to the 
“Naked Man Cafe” 
bakers shop – it 
may not be 
Fairtrade but at 
least it’s locally 
baked. 
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It may be raining in 
Settle on Market 
Day.. but with a big 
yellow banana, 
everyone beams at 
you!! 
 
Other people have 
children.. or a dog.  
 
I have a  banana. 

 



The Adventures of a Fair Trade Banana in Settle  16 
 

In the Coop I 
replenish on fair 
Trade Ghanaian 
Chocolate 

I  
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White Chocolate 
from Ghana with  
Madagascan Vanilla 
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Next the Parish 
Church at Settle for 
lunch – the banana 
sits in my place. 
Here there is 
delicious home 
made soup – four 
varieties. 12- 1.45 
on Tuesdays. And a 
host of deserts. 
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And here on 
Thursday 10th  
March we’re back in 
the Church Hall – 
Scottish Dancing – 
just one of the many 
groups making use 
of the hall. 
Full circle. 
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Maybe one day I’ll 
get the banana out 
again to promote 
the brilliant book 
“How bad are 
bananas?” By Mike 
Berners-Lee   
 
It tells you “The 
carbon footprint of 
everything.”  
 
Bananas are 
actually very good! 
They have a low 
carbon footprint - 
they are brought to 
this country by sea 
(not lorry or plane) 
and no energy is 
used to cook them. 

 

Text and pictures by Judith Allinson     © Judith Allinson 2017 

http://rainforest-save.blogspot.co.uk/2010/09/how-bad-are-bananas.html
http://rainforest-save.blogspot.co.uk/2010/09/how-bad-are-bananas.html

