The Story of Light
West Yorkshire Methodist District

Evangelism Initiative

The Story of Light

Prayer
God, you set the heavens aflame
with light which gives life to the earth;
Jesus, you come into the world as light
shining in darkness;
Spirit, you touch our lives with the flame
of your presence and power.
Light-shining, life-giving Trinity,
you call us into your story of light may our lives and churches shine with your love,
as in word and action we reflect your glory.
Amen.
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ForEwOrd
Dear Friends
Sharing stories is the basic stuff of human community. We’re known
through our stories and we know others through theirs. It’s ordinary and
everyday but vital for relating to each other.
This is at the heart of Christian witness too. We’re called to tell a story,
our story – the story of God’s love revealed to us in Jesus. The Story of
Light is unashamedly an impetus to evangelism – telling good news.
It’s both invitation and resource. Invitation to let the light shine brightly
in words and actions in the communities to which we belong; resource
as we share experience and ideas through the initiative.
Two years ago now, the Superintendents identified this as the time to
reach out in a focused way and, because none of us feel ‘expert’, to help
each other in the endeavour. Telling the story is for every church and
member, all of us, but in the knowledge that several thousand others
are on board.
This year’s President, the Revd Steve Wild, has challenged the Methodist
Church to make new disciples, each church to make at least one new
member. Rising to this challenge, we have to be faithful and confident in
what we are doing and imaginative in what we might do. We need to
help and support each other.
I believe there’s something in this handbook for every church and
person. I urge you to read it, share in house groups, at church council
and circuit meetings. Use it, talk about it, dare to enjoy it. It will help
you identify and reflect on what you already do, and offer ideas for new
initiatives. Above all pray for the initiative. Pray about what you’re
doing to let the light shine. Pray that you might shine more brightly.
Pray that we might be led by God’s Spirit to grow in confidence in our
faith and be prepared to take risks to share it with others.
In Christ’s name
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Why The Story of Light?
The Gospel Story of Light
God’s first word of creation in Genesis 1:3 is “Let there be light.”
John’s gospel begins with the Word becoming flesh and making his dwelling among us –
“Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.”
(Jn 1:3-5)

In the same gospel Jesus, in dispute with the Pharisees, says: ‘I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’
(Jn 8:12)

Matthew’s gospel (also echoed in Luke 11) has Jesus teaching his disciples: ‘You are the
light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.’ (Matt 5:14-16)
And Paul writes: ‘ For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of
darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of
God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.
(2 Cor. 4:5-6).

The salvation story of God,
Creating, Redeeming,
Sanctifying, Sending,
is captured in these texts.
Let there be light,
which will even shine
in the darkest place,
which will bring life,
which will reveal
God’s glory.
Our part in the story is here too,
as we live with the light
of life in our hearts,
as we let our light shine
through our deeds,
as we reflect to others
what we have seen in Christ.
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Why The Story of Light?
The Story so far
Somewhere, from someone, sometime, you heard the story of light.
Somewhere might have been home, or church, or a concert, or walking with a friend.
Someone may have been single or plural; family, friend or stranger; teacher or
preacher.
Sometime might have been years, a week, an hour, a moment. Decades or days ago.
If you belong to a church, live by the Christian faith, seek to follow Jesus,
from
, you heard the story of light that set you on the way.
Having heard, you continue to listen, as Sunday by Sunday we rehearse the story,
praising God for each new day, reminding ourselves of the call to follow Jesus, seeking
the guidance and power of God’s Holy Spirit.
And listening, we hear God wants the story to be told.
We hear God’s Spirit at work in the world calling us to join in.
We recognise our responsibility and seek to respond.
The Story of Light’ is a response by the Methodists of West (and some of North)
Yorkshire to God’s invitation to join in.
Sometime. We’ve set a time, a season, to help each other focus on sharing the story.
A season for our churches to shine.
Someone. That would be you. As
played their part in your hearing, so you,
and each of us, can play our part. We’re not all preachers, but we can all be witnesses.
Somewhere. We hope both churches and public places will be venues, as we polish
our regular activities making them shine, and do special things. But the most important
are the quiet places of honest sharing, where questions are asked and the
story is gently told.
“We must constantly
be seeking to hold out Christ
in the power of the Spirit
by means that are true
to the nature of God;
this means hospitality,
listening, loving,
challenge, sacrifice,
joy, mystery, hope
and truth-telling.
It is these qualities
that should characterise
our evangelism.”
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Archbishops Welby & Sentamu,
The work of evangelism within the work of the
church - Keynote paper to General Synod.

Why The Story of Light?
There are five phases to The Story of Light:
Plan, taking us from Spring to Advent 2016.
Prepare, and sees us from Advent 2016 to April 2017.
Event/Present, launching at Easter 2017 (16 April),
running to Pentecost (4 June), (and beyond for some
of our rural churches who will be busy lambing
before Pentecost).
Shine, from Pentecost 2017 onwards.
Reflect taking us through Autumn 2017.

The Story of Light initiative
Plan. This is the time for those in church and circuit leadership to be thinking and
praying about what The Story of Light might look like locally. Do we need a group or
individual to take responsibility? This might mean thinking about the current activities
of the church, and how these can be helped to tell the story more effectively. Perhaps
some help might be needed to prepare for this? It might mean identifying groups or
individuals where relationships can be deepened. Perhaps some special event or activity
might be planned?
Prepare. This is the time for congregations to be enthused about The Story of Light
There needs to be much prayer, opportunities to practice sharing our faith, thought
about how our services and activities might be more welcoming.
Event/Present. Now is the time to shine, as we invite friends, communities, user
groups, to events where we can share something of who we are as people of faith.
The events need to be right for you, in your setting. They might be celebrations,
showcases, festivals, parties. They might contain drama, music, presentation, discussion,
activity, creativity, quiet. They might be part of your existing programme with a bit
more polish, they might be new or special.
Shine. As people have responded to The Story of Light, so we need to welcome and
nurture them. This is difficult to plan in advance, but we should be ready with both
mentors and material.
Reflect. A time to reflect on The Story of Light and the ways in which we told it.
How has it changed us? What have we learned? What are we doing differently?
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Why The Story of Light?
A story worth telling…
“Have been pondering further ‘The Story of Light’ and why I like it as a title. I suppose
it’s because the story is beyond us, and we are simply a small part, it started before us
and will continue afterwards. We can be part of enlightenment, of seeing the light, and
whilst we might be talking about ‘light bulb moments’ we are participants in light rather
than the light itself.” Barbara Glasson
“As followers of Jesus we are now messengers of God’s story as it is lived out in our lives,
and so that involves words… it’s not about knowing the right answers or about being
perfect; if we waited for that we would never say or do anything. God uses who we
are, it’s as mega and simple as that.” Rob Wylie
It’s good to be part of something significant, and to be useful.
God offers both in calling us to be followers of Jesus Christ.
As such, we’re drawn into the story God tells in creation and scripture, a story of
wonder, love, self-sacrifice, of light shining in darkness. Nothing could be more
significant.
And as such we’re given purpose, for in recognising God’s story and our tiny part in it,
we realise that to reflect the light and love of Christ is both our calling and our gift.
God uses who we are.
The story we share is not simply bible or ancient history, but the collection of all those
episodes in our life when we’ve glimpsed God’s glory, found power in prayer,
experienced love, grace or healing, known the light which shines in the darkness.
It’s a story worthy of telling.

Everything was created through him;
nothing—not one thing!—
came into being without him.
What came into existence was Life,
and the Life was Light to live by.
The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness;
the darkness couldn’t put it out.
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John 1:3-5 - from The Message

Who are we telling?
Our context (church and individual)
We don’t tell our story in a vacuum. As churches, we are set in communities, with
neighbours, and often people who come onto our premises regularly to slim, dance,
sing, learn, play, eat cake and enjoy company. As individuals, we belong to a variety of
networks – families, friendships, work and leisure interests, clubs and societies. If we are
to tell our story effectively we need to think and pray about those who share our
buildings and our lives. Here are some questions to help:

Questions for Churches:
Where are we already fruitful? Can we develop or deepen?
Where are we serving but not telling? How can we create opportunities to share?
What are the needs of our neighbours? Can we help, in partnership with others?
How can we help our members hear and tell their stories?
Are there things we are doing that we should stop?
How do people outside of this local church perceive us?
Do we pray for our users/neighbours? If so, do they know it?
What kind of things could we do to enable those without faith to come to faith in Jesus?
How can we help every member of this church understand and see themselves as a
witness?

Questions for individuals:
Are people who know me aware that I belong to a church?
Who have I shared words of faith with recently?
Who do I spend time with, with whom I could share?
Who is facing difficulties about which I have relevant experience that I could share?
Who am I helping, and do they know I pray for them too?

Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured,
taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
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(Marty Haugen, Singing the Faith 409)

Who are we telling?
Active listening
In our noisy, distracting world, many people long to be heard. Really listening to another
person’s story can be a profound and beautiful gift. The ability to listen without
judgement, or even without offering solutions, is something we should all learn to do.
Active listening v passive listening
Open questions are any questions not requiring a yes/no answer.
Often starting with the words - How? What? Where? Who? Why?
Some examples of good, open questions;
“Do you mean that…?”; “It sounds like to me as if you are saying…”; “I wonder if…”;
“Could it be that…”; “I’m rather confused about…”; “Could you tell me more…”:
“What do you think about…?”; “What do you plan to do?”; “Give me an example…”;
“What would you like to do…?”; “Have you come to any conclusions?”;
“What do you think is standing in your way?”; “What are you thinking now?”;
“Tell me more about…”; “How do you feel about…?”; “What does that mean to you?”
“How do you feel you could deal with that?”
Offering your full attention to another person can create a safe place for them to share at
a deeper level.

One great way to show love like
It is amazing how a

is simply to

to people.

ear can show people you care.
Who can you

to?

Helen Sewell
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The way in which we listen to,
take seriously,
the other’s story,
can make a significant difference,
both to self and other.
Careful listening affirms and releases
the story-teller
to better understand the events
and emotions they describe,
whilst also enriching the listener
with the truths and wisdoms
the story reveals.

Who are we telling?
Knowing our communities.
Did you hear the one about the church that put on a kids club in a village where there
were no children? Neither did I, but you can imagine.
If we are going to scratch where people are itching, and use our gifts and resources
responsibly and effectively, then we need to know with some accuracy who makes up
the communities in which we are set, and ideally something of people’s attitudes and
needs. It’s also helpful to have more than simply impressions of the environment they
inhabit - available facilities, public and work spaces, housing – we might think we know
but our experience may be out of date or limited.
Spending time researching your community is not a substitute for prayer but rather sits
with it in our listening to God and discerning our task.
There are two kinds of research, and ideally you need both. Quantitative and
qualitative, or hard and soft. The first is about facts, the second about how it feels to
live in the community.
, from the Baptist Union, is well worth a look*.
It suggests five steps:
·

Form a small group. Ideally with some who will enjoy researching facts,
and others gathering feelings.

·

Define your community. Not always as straightforward as first appears.
Whose boundaries are you using?

·

Consult and network widely. Other churches, caring agencies, elected
representatives, informal networks….

·

Gather information. Census (www.statistics.gov.uk), local authority priorities,
a local survey, members talking to neighbours…

·

Spiritual preparation. Careful prayer, prayer walking, mapping or modelling….

As always, there will be value in the journeying as well as the arriving. Listening to one
another and the community will be good news in itself.
*www.baptist.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=111246&view=download

The church which is concerned
primarily for its own life or
survival, a church that is curved
in on itself is a sinful church.
As that wonderful missiologist,
Lesslie Newbigin said,
‘a church that exists only for itself
and its own enlargement
is a witness against the gospel’.

Page 10

Justin Welby

Who are we telling?
Faith journeys.
We are all different. Our life journey is unique, as is our faith journey. There is evidence,
however, that most of our faith journeys begin in one of four ways.
Believing - for some a combination of logic and experience bring them to faith.
They may have read scripture or testimony, heard someone speak, and it makes sense.
They come in because it makes sense to do so.
Behaving - for others it is what they do that leads to faith, often bringing them
into contact with Christians who do the same things, leading to questions about values
and motivation. Examples of this would be food banks and street angels, debt advice and
care for creation. Often this activity will be counter-cultural – selfless in a selfish world.
They come in because it is the right thing to do.
Belonging - for many it is through relationship, with family or friends, that they
come to faith. Being part of a group or community where there is welcome and warmth
leads on to sharing belief and accepting values, but they come in because it feels good to
do so.
Blessing - for others, it is a sense of being blessed, of experiencing something of God
in nature, or in extraordinary help received or encounter had. This can be without
church background or language, and apart from values or beliefs. They come looking
for somewhere to validate and make sense of the experience.
There’s no one route, and often a series of steps and stages in the journey of faith. If we
understand this we can be better companions, and share our story more appropriately.
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The (James F)
.
A way of representing the journey from
ignorance of God to faith,
with the key significance being that for
most travel is small steps not
giant leaps along the scale.
Laurence Singlehurst’s
works with this,
arguing we need variety in our
programme to allow small steps
towards faith.

Telling the Story
Knowing my story (or knots and crosses)
Here’s an exercise to help you think about your story, and practise telling it.
You need a piece of string as long as your arm span (fingertip to fingertip), and a
number of bits of ribbon or wool (or matchsticks will do). Or you could imagine!
The string is your life – tie a knot at one end for your birth. Tie another for today –
how much string you leave after today may decide whether you are an optimist or a
pessimist!
Now slowly and thoughtfully add a loose knot in the string to mark each significant
point in your life’s journey – people, moves, jobs, decisions, losses, mileposts – you
decide what has significance.
When you’ve done this, look back over the knots, and ask for each one, ‘What did I
experience or learn of God through this?’ Where you have a positive answer, put a
piece of ribbon through the knot and tighten it, making a cross.
Now, if you look at those knots that are crossed, you have a framework for the telling
of your faith story.
If you do this exercise with someone else, you can practise telling your story knot by
knot, or rather, cross by cross. Be aware that the longest-ago might be the easiest to tell,
but the most recent is more likely to carry significance for your hearer.
If you do this as a group (say in an own arrangement service?), you can plait the strings
together to make a symbol of your shared stories, which then becomes a trigger for
further story-telling for those not present.
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(Charles Wesley. Singing the Faith 456.)

Telling the Story
Sharing our faith
You’re in conversation, and they start to ask questions about faith stuff.
Don’t panic. Keep calm and carry on. Be honest. It’s better to say ‘I don’t know’
than get yourself in a state. You might want time to think – that’s okay.
Generally people want to know how it works for you, rather than how a
theology professor would explain it. Talk your/their language, not
text-book-speak. It’s a conversation not a debate - not about winning or losing
but sharing.
So rather than learning answers, know your story, and be aware that:
● People increasingly come to faith through experience rather than
changed thinking.
● People want to grow spiritually and will take support in this seriously.
● Sharing faith is welcomed. Telling others they are wrong simply
closes the conversation.
● People generally are not concerned whether Christianity is true, but
that it’s inspiring, life-changing, authentic.
● With the Internet everything is public - be consistent.
● We need to know how to handle issues of gender, the environment,
evil, other faiths. Not to have
answer, but to have thought about
the questions. And to know there is more than one Christian position.
● Avoid Christian language - sin, salvation, redemption etc. People won’t
understand, or carry misunderstandings. Talk about the concepts, but in
words people can grasp. If we use jargon, then translate it clearly.
(These seven points come from Steve Hollinghurst.)

Keeping these principles won’t suddenly enable you to answer every question!
It will help you encourage others in their faith journeys.
And pray – for those with whom you share and for guidance in your sharing.
Remember it’s God who transforms people, not us!
I am not skilled to understand
what God has willed, what God has planned;
I only know at his right hand
stands one who is my Saviour.
I take him at his word and deed:
Christ died to save me; this I read
and in my heart I find a need of him to be my Saviour.
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(Dorothy Greenwell Singing the Faith 349.)
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Telling the Story
Jettison the jargon
It might be a mechanic talking about your car, or a health professional about your body!
A teacher about your child’s education, or a salesperson about mobile phones. Language
you don’t understand, words without meaning. Frustrating and annoying.
We do it about faith - use words that mean much to us but little to others.
Christian jargon. We say, sing, think it.
What can we do? Translate and/or explain (ideally with a story).
In his Grove Booklet*, Laurence Singlehurst suggests translations;
could be
=
is
=
Rather than learning translations like a tourist with a phrase book, the challenge is
working out what you mean when using a religious word, and putting yourself in your
questioner’s ears (so to speak) as they listen. What word or phrase makes sense, carries
your meaning?
Depending on your listener, sin might be addiction, offence, desertion, hurt; kingdom
might be turf, empire, classroom, garden. A good way to practise is to pick a favourite
hymn and think about translating it for a particular non-Christian friend.
And look for stories. The best way to share something of the Story of Light is with a
good story of your own. The best explanations of salvation I ever heard were from a
lady who had been locked in the lavatory and told a good tale, and an elderly woman
remembered falling in a lake as a child, and being lifted from under the water by the
park-keeper – her ‘Saviour’.
Remember Jesus used everyday language, stories and expressions, told stories of sheep to
shepherds and fish to fishermen - you’re in good company.
(*The Gospel Message Today. Grove Evangelism series 100)

When we collide with one another
like bats with malfunctioning radar,
not even noticing the damage we have done:
Father, open our eyes.
When we walk through your world
as if we ourselves had made it
and fail to recognise the fingerprints you leave:
Father, open our eyes.
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(From

by Gerard Kelly in

)

Telling the Story
Difficult questions

Such questions are difficult to answer. It’s important to think about how we respond.
That’s partly about the question, but more about the questioner. ‘Giving an answer’ is
not about winning an argument, but sharing something of yourself with someone who
genuinely wants to know. So share what you think, be honest when you don’t know,
acknowledge there are diverse understandings.
Some principles to help you respond:
Preparation – give prayerful thought to the questions above, so you are ready to
engage.
Gentleness – always respond in love. It’s not about winning. Take time to listen. What’s
the question behind the question? A question about hell might be about what happened
to Grandad! ‘Why suffering?’ might be ‘Why me?’
Respect – there are no stupid questions, and no easy answers. It’s okay not to know,
or to feel your answer is inadequate. It’s okay to come back to it, or ask a friend.
Beware judging, offering pat solutions, hijacking the conversation to your agenda.
Integrity – your answers don’t need to be logically watertight and all-embracing, but
they do need to sit well with your behaviour. Words and actions shouldn’t contradict
each other.
People don’t come to faith because a believer can answer every question!
More often it’s because they recognise truth in a believer’s life.

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect.”
New International Version

“Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who
asks why you’re living the way you are, and
always with the utmost courtesy.”
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The Message - 1 Peter 3:15
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Praying the Story
Praying for The Story of Light
It’s vital that The Story of Light is held, bathed, wrapped in prayer.
Our hope is that in private devotions and public worship people will be praying for the
initiative. Here are some areas for your prayers:
In the planning stage (Spring to Advent) –
●
●
●

Pray that churches and circuits will identify and support the enthusiasts who can
lead them in responding to the opportunities of The Story of Light
Pray for those enthusiasts in their discerning of God’s vision for the actions to be
planned.
Pray that communication will be clear, that councils and committees can
understand and approve that which is being planned, and individuals join in
wholeheartedly.

In the preparation stage (Advent to Easter) –
●
●
●
●

Pray that whole churches will be enthused with The Story of Light
Pray that this will mean more people thinking about their faith stories, and how
they share them.
Pray for churches as they consider their programmes and how they can better
carry the gospel.
Pray about who to invite to the events or activities being planned.

In the event/present stage (Easter to Pentecost-tide) –
●
●

Pray for the events or activities taking place in church and circuit.
Pray for the person you are inviting.

In the shine stage (from Pentecost) –
● Pray for those who have responded to The Story of Light
● Pray for those responsible for nurturing them.
As we reflect (Autumn 2017) –
● Pray that we might be honest in our reflection, and able to see ways we have
changed and grown.
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God, you set the heavens aflame
with light which gives life to the earth;
Jesus, you come into the world
as light shining in darkness;
Spirit, you touch our lives
with the flame of your presence and power.
Light-shining, life-giving Trinity,
you call us into your story of light may our lives and churches shine with your love,
as in word and action we reflect your glory. Amen.

Praying the Story
Praying as The Story of Light
Methodists are people of prayer. It is one of our characteristics (perhaps alongside
hospitality and hymnody). We pray for people.
In many of our acts of worship we have a space to pray for other people, and often
a prayer list or intercessions book to help us.
We have all experienced the importance of knowing that people are praying for us in a
time of crisis.
Most churches have their special ‘pray-ers’, folks who take especially seriously the
responsibility of holding others in prayer. When you know that the congregation is
remembering you, and the pray-ers are holding you, you know that you are in a good
place.
Praying for another person is one of the best gifts you can give them. Within church we
give the gift often, to one another. What about beyond church?
There is lots of evidence that people who don’t do religion still value being prayed for.
For some it chimes with a residual faith, for others an open spirituality. For some, ‘It
can’t do any harm, and I suppose it might do some good.’ For almost all, it is seen as
you offering something of value, something of yourself.
So whether it’s the friend facing illness, the playgroup leader anxious about Ofsted, or
the local councillor worrying about cuts, ‘Would you like us to pray for you?’ is a way of
saying we care. In a very gentle way, it shares something of who we are, of our story.
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To say “I’ll pray for you”
has consequences for the
one who prays. If I bring
someone in prayer to God
and pray ‘Thy will be done’,
God may well show me
what ‘Thy will’ looks like,
and expect me to do
something about it. If I’m
praying for someone who’s
hungry I’ll probably have to
share my sandwich.
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Praying the Story
Prayer Stations
These creative areas can be extremely helpful – for regular pray-ers and those new to
prayer. Creating safe spaces for people to explore prayer works in a variety of settings.
Whether placing a single prayer station in a community space, or giving a whole room
to facilitate several stations, these guidelines should help.
Think about how we can use all our senses in prayer.
Make each station comfortable and attractive to look at, using:
● Fabrics (flame-proofed if anywhere near candles!)
● Candles – (set on trays or in candle holders)
● Lights
● Bibles, prayer books etc.
● Sculptures: praying hands, cross etc.
● Natural material: wood, cloth, water, sand, pebbles, beads etc.
● Printed and laminated words
At a station you might have something to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

read (poetry, bible passage, poster, questions to make you think)
hear (either music in background or use of headphones for a particular song)
watch (a DVD clip on a laptop, a mirror)
smell (scented candle, fresh flowers, incense)
touch (fabric, dried up leaves)
taste (bread, salt, water)
say (prayer, Bible reading) and so on

If using more than one station, give each one a different feel. Consider also using
different themes, such as;
●
●
●
●
●

Prayers for others (prayer requests, prayer wall, candles to light)
Prayers for the world (map, globe, prayer requests)
Prayers for the community (A-Z, local newspapers, photos)
A place to leave burdens (use small stones dropped into water)
Stillness (candles, quiet music, water feature)

The key thing is to make the area as comfortable, attractive and creative as possible
so that people find it easier to pray. The Mission shaped intro course (from which some
of this material is taken) has a whole session on re-imagining worship.
I wonder if there is space for an interfaith element in the
evangelical discourse? There is always the tension between our
desire to make more Christians and our respect for people of other
faiths so that they don’t feel the pressure to convert - especially as
many have experienced forced conversions within their religious
and cultural heritage.
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Barbara Glasson

Praying the Story
Prayer Walking
Prayer walking isn’t hard …at its simplest it’s praying as you walk around.
Being in a location helps prayer be more focused on the locality’s needs and therefore
more insightful.
Clearly you can pray walking on your own. But there is effectiveness working in
teams – pairs, threes, fours. Teams go to different streets. Think strategically about
where to pray.
Residential areas, outside schools, businesses, shops. Where people congregate, where
young people hang out etc.
●

Pray for the people occupying or passing through these places

●

Think about the activities occurring in and around these places,
offer these in prayer

●

Consider – ‘how do you see the heart of God for this place?’

Prayer walking is usually a low profile affair. Be on the scene without making a scene!
Prayers can be in silence or audible (but keep your eyes open if walking!). When
praying aloud, use a conversational voice. If praying in silence let your partner know
what you are praying about, so they can join you.
Be attentive to the Holy Spirit asking to be led to pray about specific needs. Prayer is
listening as well as making requests. If anyone asks what you are doing be ready to
answer, ‘we’re praying for God’s blessing on this neighbourhood’. Be prepared to ask
people what the community needs.
Pray God’s blessing upon everyone you see and those who live and work where you
walk. Pray for God's will to be done here “as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).
Afterwards, share your prayers, observations and experiences.
What did you learn about the neighbourhood? How was God present?

‘God is the Light of the heavens and earth.
His Light is like this: there is a niche,
and in it a lamp, the lamp inside a glass,
a glass like a glittering star,
fuelled from a blessed olive tree
from neither east nor west,
whose oil almost gives light
even when no fire touches it light upon light God guides whoever He will to his Light…’
Qur'an 24:35
translation by M.A.S. Abdul Haleem
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Praying the Story
Prayer neighbours
WHAT? We offer to pray for those people in our community who would like us to
do this (if possible in partnership with other churches).
WHY? So that they know the church is interested in them, cares about them, believes
in prayer and offers support in tough times.
HOW? Either Residential or Business. (Recruit a small group to coordinate.)

Residential
Make the offer by letter to each home, street by street. Participating churches’ members
deliver to specific streets. Envelopes addressed ‘To our neighbours, from the churches
in……’ . (Small groups may fill envelopes and deliver to a number of streets.)
Offer various ways for response e.g. via
● card provided with letter to be returned by hand or post to a specified church.
● e-mail to a specified church email address.
● phone, text or voice message to a specified number.
Requests received may be shared with the other churches. Work out the best way to
respond to requests, e.g. in regular prayer meetings. Be aware of confidentiality issues.
Follow-up (if requested): Reply card may include preference for follow up
(name of church) if required.
Initial visit may be done by a Minister possibly with another person and assessed
regarding future needs.

Business
Monthly visit the shops and businesses in a particular neighbourhood (around the
church?) to hand-deliver a sheet, inviting prayer requests. Follow-up visit a few days
later to collect the sheets, and feed them into a prayer time.
Dual effect of creating a regular relationship with those shopkeepers and business
people, and offering prayer.
For resources see: http://www.neighbourhoodprayer.net/

Page 20

It was a request on the prayer-sheet in the Priceless Store.
“Please pray for Aaron, who is 4, who has cancer.”
We prayed, in prayer group and service, for Aaron.
It turned out a church member was neighbour to Aaron’s
Granny, and told her we were praying.
Aaron’s family were delighted, and found strength
in our prayers.

Living the Story
All are welcome 1?
We speak the language of welcome, but our buildings and behaviour can talk differently.
Buildings can be brilliant, places for meeting people, spaces where loads of good things
can happen.
Buildings can be barriers, forbidding or confusing, buffers between the insiders (who
know the ropes and hold the keys) and the outlaws (who don’t).
One way to look at your church building afresh is to go somewhere else. Become an
outlaw for an hour or two! Go to a church of a different denomination. Visit a mosque,
temple or gurdwara. Put yourself in a place you don’t know – an unfamiliar community
centre, club, institution – notice what helps or hinders your feeling welcome. Listen to
those feelings. Signage and noticeboards, somewhere to sit and watch, doors that are
open, hospitality, explanation and invitation - notice what makes you feel welcome or
uncomfortable, what makes it easier or harder to be there.
In the light of that experience, put yourself back in your church building, but in the shoes
of an outlaw. Can you see where to go? What do the décor, noticeboards, layout say to
you? If it’s a worship service you’re coming into, how do you know where to go, what
to do, what you are expected/allowed to join in with?
You may be able to change physical things. Put up a sign. Clear off old notices. Remove
a door. Buy a kettle (or a coffee maker). Put batteries in the microphone. Raise it at a
committee.
You will be able to change your actions. Speak to the visitor in ways that welcome,
explain, engage. Listen generously. You can be the key.

Eternal God,
to whose glory we dedicate this church:
grant that all who enter here
may find it to be none other
than the house of God
and the gate of heaven;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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(An order for the dedication of a church,
Methodist Worship Book p511)

Living the Story
All are welcome 2?
We speak the language of welcome, but our buildings and behaviour can talk differently.
Why do we welcome? Because we want people to come? Because we want people to
stay? Because we want people to give? Because we want people to work? In other
words, for the sake of the church. FOR US!!! is the wrong answer.
Because God welcomes us? Because God tells us in the Bible, and shows us in Jesus?
Because God loves people? Because God wants people to live? In other words, for
Christ’s sake, FOR HIM!!! is the right answer. Which means, FOR THEM!!! is also the
right answer.
, to keep us going, the language of welcome we speak will be
If we are welcoming
hollow and empty. We’ll only welcome those who can pay their way or do a job, and
they’ll see through us.
If we are welcoming

, then our behaviour will prove our words.

And part of that proof will be our willingness to listen, learn and change in the light of
the stories heard and questions asked by those we welcome.
Some of the best stories from around the district come from churches who have offered
genuine welcome to people with differing abilities e.g. sight & hearing impairments,
learning disabilities; with mental ill-health or dementia; with different culture or status.
Evangelism is encounter with God at its centre, God changing both parties through the
encounter. In simpler words, if I tell you my story and listen to yours with an ear open
to God, then God will speak to both of us.

Let the doors of this church be open!
May the love of Christ dwell within this house…
…May it be a place of peace to all who enter;
a fortress against all hatred, envy and pride;
and a beacon to all who seek your presence.”
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(An order for the dedication of a church, Methodist
Worship Book p512/3)

Living the Story
Community Engagement
The two main activities involved in good and effective community engagement are
Prayer and Listening. Without these community engagement will be fruitless.
Listening is an active process. Use local resources to find out about a local community.
Your local government website will have a variety of statistics about the local Ward
helping identify key needs/issues.
Prayer walk the area around the church. See what’s happening.
Relational listening is also key. It will help you discern what’s happening, and also
develop trust.
Some questions which might be helpful to ask, discern and pray about. (Adapted from
“Unreached” by Tim Chester):
Where?
●

Where are the missional spaces, places and activities where people meet?

●

Where do people experience community already?

●

Are there existing social networks with which you can engage or do you need
new ways of creating community within your neighbourhood?

When?
● What are the rhythms of your neighbourhood?
● What cultural experiences and celebrations do people value?
● How might these be a trigger for the gospel?
What?
● What are local people’s fears, hopes, hurts and needs?
● Are there local justice issues which the church can get involved in?
● What are the barriers to the gospel / church attendance in your neighbourhood?
Don’t fall into the trap of believing one local church needs to be the answer to
everything in a community. Talk and co-operate with others already at work.
(Tracy Hume)

‘Community ministry… involves not seeking
to meet the needs of the poor on our own terms
but envisioning a radically different future…
but it only works...
if it leads us to discover that the other
has more to offer us than we them.’
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Stephen Cherry

Living the Story
Working with Young People
Some principles and tips for working with young people;
● Be real - be yourself and offer what you have, your story and your gifts. Young
people will appreciate and respond to authenticity.
● Be fun - creating a safe, welcoming, accepting environment where young people
can open up, be themselves and thrive in a fun environment.
● Build genuine positive relationships with young people. Get to know them, their
interests and their context.
● Be honest - we don’t have all the answers, young people may have difficult
questions or issues, it’s perfectly acceptable to say - ‘I’m not sure but I’ll find out
for you,’ or ‘let me look into it so I can help you more.’
● Be truthful - explain and share who you are and why you do what you do.
● Share your stories. Show examples, share mistakes and how you learnt from
them.
● Model Christ in your team, serving, encouraging and blessing each other - young
people will notice conflict and tension.
● Be open, show grace and be welcoming.
● Have rules, discipline procedures and boundaries and stick to them.
● Safeguard the young people and yourselves, have personal boundaries and
create a safe environment for all.
● Respect young people, they should feel valued and listened to.
● Create an environment where ALL are welcome and given a chance to be
themselves.
● Be encouraging - lift up and celebrate achievements, humour, good attitudes and
offer opportunities for young people to be creative, use their gifts and develop
the things they love doing.
For more resources, visit www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-and-youth
www.methodist.org.uk/media/1466472/think-talk-be.pdf
Jill Foster

Methodist Children/Youth Team strategy based on:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Children and young people are equal partners with adults in the life of the church.
Learning is for the whole church – adults, children and young people.
Mission and ministry is for and with children and young people, as well as adults.
The call to evangelism comes at whatever age.
The concept of ‘The priesthood of all believers’ includes children and young people.
The Holy Spirit works through children and young people as well as adults.
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Living the Story
In public places
John Wesley and his like opened their bibles and spoke in many public places – they
were field preachers.
Preaching helpfully to passers-by is the gift of a rare few, but any of us can open our
bible and share with friends.
Reading and discussing scripture in public places helps our reading be informed by our
surroundings, and aids our thinking about its relevance to contemporary culture.
Think about the places you know where you could talk over a beverage.
It’s good to go in groups of around 4/6 people - you can hear
what’s being said but won’t dominate the particular place you visit.
You judge whether to inform the staff what you’re doing.
Treat it like any other conversation...
Choose a passage and read aloud in the group. It’s helpful to have bibles (and maybe
a spare…?).
Begin to discuss the passage in the light of your surroundings.
What does it say to you and those around you?
Keep conversations light, be aware of your inner conflicts as you discuss. If you sense
some disagreement, hold on to it but don’t go into detail… it’s not the place.
It may be that someone asks what you are doing or hears something they find interesting,
if so go with it... be positive and affirming.
Limit the time you are in the venue to around an hour and make sure you purchase
refreshments. If you sense the building is getting busy it may be time to leave… don’t
outstay your welcome.
There are resources available to help conversations in these settings, unpacking particular
issues and topics.
Try Table Talk www.table-talk.org/ , or www.biblesociety.org.uk/about-bible-society/our
work/lyfe/ or speak to Nick Blundell.
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‘Church’ means ‘building’,
and also ‘people’.
When it means ‘building’,
we call it “God’s house”,
as if folk have to go there to meet God.
When it means ‘people’,
sometimes they are gathered,
which is good,
but more often they are scattered,
which is great,
because then they are everywhere.
Like God. Meeting people.

Times to Tell
Seasonal tales
Most churches follow a calendar, whether written down or not. It’s a mixture of
liturgical seasons, from Advent through Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and
, anniversaries, fayres, pantomimes, harvest festivities.
The challenge in planning The Story of Light is to think how we might use our calendar
to better tell our story. Two questions:
●

How can we widen the invitation we offer to our major festival events –
Christmas and Easter particularly – to enable more people to experience what
– its content, setting, timing,
we do? (This is both about
appropriateness and accessibility for those we would invite, and about
– how we take the opportunity to clearly tell the story without assuming it
is already known or understood by those we invite).

●

, the events and activities that make up
How can we better use
our local church calendar, to tell The Story of Light, to share something of our
faith, with those who come? (The challenge of this initiative is not to do more
evangelistic things, but to do more things evangelistically. We are busy already,
with many people stretched with church responsibilities. This is not about doing
more, but making sure that the things we already do help tell the story of faith
(in addition to raising funds, providing company, entertaining, etc.).

It’s best to consult those you are trying to reach about what will work best, both timings
and content appropriate for the group, but be aware those beyond church may have a
limited view of what is possible, so some examples to offer might help.

Think about the event
in your church’s existing calendar
that touches most people.
Spring fair? Carol service?
Pantomime? Holiday club?
How could you better share faith
through that event?
– leaflet, testimony,
prayer station,
bible stall, media…?
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Identify a particular worship service
which you’d like to reach more people.
How might it change
to enable more to participate?
- publicity, time, place,
media, music…?

Times to Tell Tales
Other people’s calendars
We are used to the church calendar, with liturgical seasons and various anniversaries,
but we can also participate in other people’s calendars.

Galas, Fetes and Fairs.
Many churches are present at local spring or summer gatherings, sometimes as part of
Churches Together. Often serving or selling refreshments, sometimes offering
baby-changing facilities, or children’s activities. Other possibilities include story-telling,
with or without puppets, music workshops, prayer tent or stations, Bible stall. Sometimes
simply helping with general management can be a witness – we’re here and we care.

School year
(Christmas and Easter), also offer
- an event
Churches who do
for Year 6 in the summer term to help think about changes, challenges and choices as
they prepare for Secondary School.
Others make premises available to local schools, sometimes for term-end whole school
gatherings, or drama/musical presentations.

Community clean-up
Join in with or initiate a practical community project – a great way to bring people
together from all walks of life, talking and building relationships and positively impacting
the community at the same time. You’ll be surprised at the variety of people who want
to get involved to improve their community.

Crisis response.
How a church responds to crises, whether a local family in trouble or international news,
speaks more clearly than words about our values and priorities. It might be offering a
meeting place for vigil or remembrance, a collection point for food bank or refugee aid,
a place of safety for harmed or homeless. It doesn’t have to be our agenda – there are
many people of peace with whom we can partner.
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The old order of Christendom equalled control.
The post-modern world in which we live
doesn’t trust controllers.
In entering other people’s calendars,
working to other’s agendas,
responding, with others, to other’s needs,
we can demonstrate a gospel of generosity,
an evangelism which accompanies with grace,
a church not afraid to serve.

Times to Tell Tales
From Customers to Guests?
Many churches have a significant number of people who use the building regularly.
They come along, at set times, to do their slimming, keep-fitting, dancing or knitting,
or to bring their uniformed children to the appropriate group, and then they go home.
For some, the fact it’s a church is irrelevant or unknown, and we may think of them,
indeed they probably think of themselves, as simply customers, users of the premises.
What might happen, however, if we thought of them as guests, and received them as
such?
The possibility of a relationship of hospitality, through which we could offer welcome,
begin friendship, gently share faith? Here are some things churches have done:
● Served free coffee in the warm to parents who used to wait in the cold;
● Recognised that the lettings secretary needs a welcoming heart not a big bunch
of keys;
● Created a buddy system - each group having a named church link who drops in
regularly, shares news of events, offers welcome;
● Organised a ‘Come and See’ weekend, where all our guests are invited to come
and meet the congregation, with groups sharing some of what they do, and
worship available to watch or join in;
● Run or sponsored a community festival, with everybody’s activities celebrated
and sampled;
● Arranged, and regularly refreshed, a prayer station, set in a shared space,
available for all;
● Offered, in a variety of ways, the possibility of prayer, through prayer lists, trees,
boards, or the buddy being aware of particular needs;
● Served a community meal, blessing our guests with good food and company,
sharing God’s love in a practical way.

Actors and addicts and brownies and bowlers,
cub scouts, blood donors and elegant strollers,
fencers, girl guides, hard-working keep-fitters,
infant school visits, judo and knitters,
karate, librarians, meetings of men,
night-class and oil-paints and pre-school and then
post-school and quizzers and ringers of bells,
slimmers, tap dancers, runners on fells,
umpires, violinists, watchers of trains,
xylophone players and Zimbabwean games.
Forgive the poetic licence, but hear the intent Who are you welcoming, who’ve you been sent?
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Times to Tell Tales
From guests to hosts (and back again)?
Those of you who are preachers, or perhaps circuit officers, might recognise the way in
which some congregations are full of ‘guests’, while others have a preponderance of
‘hosts’.
In my use of these terms, ‘guest’ does not mean ‘visitor’, but rather someone who values
the sense of belonging without recognising responsibility for it, who judges worship on
what happens at the front, for good or ill, rather than on what they bring. A guest
church (and perhaps sits in
seat).
‘Host’, on the other hand, means someone who realises that worship, indeed church,
happens because of them rather than for them. A host realises that they share in the
responsibility for church being welcoming, for worship being meaningful. A host
church (and makes sure the visitor has a seat and a welcome).
As you read this, two questions may come into mind:
Firstly, where am I on the guest-host spectrum? Do I expect others to provide,
or do I, at least in prayer, take my responsibility for making church?
Secondly, where is my church on the spectrum, and how might we develop
a sense of shared ‘hosting’, rather than relying on a few?
A word of warning. Accepting responsibility in being a ‘host’ is good, but beware
‘ownership’. It is not ‘our’ church, but God’s, and in that sense we are all guests. If we
see ourselves, each of us, as guests of God’s grace, and hosts to one another, then truly
all will be welcome.

‘Perhaps it is the art of being guest
that Christians in the west most need to capture…
if we are to experience holiness in encounter
with those who are different from
us and participate in the kind of community
to which God is calling the whole of humanity.’
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Rev’d Dr Jane Leach.

Polishing the Shine
Preparing to support those reflecting on the light
As we set out on this journey to share The Story of Light, we need to be planning our
support for those who respond.
Some churches are of a size to have regular nurture groups, or at least house or cell
groups, into which someone exploring or coming new to faith might naturally come.
Many, however, are not, and so do not.
Experience says we need a variety of resources available, and that some of these may be
found beyond the local church. An ideal situation would be the following:
● We have a number of people prepared to mentor, on a one-to-one basis,
those coming forward;
● We have an introductory course, or courses*, planned and ready to go;
● We have a small group established, ready to receive.
We may be looking to phase 4, but none of this needs to wait, indeed identification of,
and training for, mentors and course leaders, could happen now (perhaps with circuit
help), and a small group with an outward focus would be a good thing at any time.
Indeed, in looking to prepare for those coming new, deeper questions may arise, not
least how do we support one another in our faith journey, how are we nurtured as we
walk the way of Christ’s disciples? Do we have somewhere we can talk about this?
Might it be an idea to ask these questions of one another now?
*e.g. www.disciplekit.org/resource/start-discovering-christianity-in-six-small-group-sessions/
www.alpha.org/

www.sharejesusinternational.com/essence/

A recent Connexional Evangelism Consultation
asked ‘What formed us as disciples?
People who “taught, mentored, challenged
and supported.”
Small groups - “safe places for people to be
themselves, ask questions, share lives, have fun,
and enjoy hospitable fellowship”, with an
“intentional outward focus to enable people
to integrate faith and life.”
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“Worship of a high quality and good
foundational biblical teaching.”

Sharing our Stories
Here’s one I did earlier
Around 40 ‘enthusiasts’ from across the district gathered at Cullingworth on January 30th
to explore the idea of The Story of Light and share stories from both church and
personal experience.
Here’s some of their testimony:
“Today is re-affirming that when one door closes God opens another. It is
encouraging me to overcome the pain of seeing some of my church based
commitments fade away and to recognise that from different experiences ‘new
beginnings’ are just around the corner.”
“Discover your place in the body of Christ and have the courage to take your
place doing what you know he has equipped you to do.”
“Many ups and downs and challenges but I’ve got through them with God’s help
and the right people being in the right place at the right time. God given moments.”
“My story is about stepping outside my ‘comfort zone’. I have recently started
visiting a local school with a Godly Play team and enjoy telling the Bible stories.
The school we visit is predominantly Asian and Muslim. The children clearly enjoy
the stories and activities and I am growing in confidence in sharing my faith.”
“Delivering and taking part in two ‘Talking of God’ Courses. Using the conversations
of Jesus, to enable others to get into conversations, to tell their stories of faith.
Has been enlightening, liberating for me and for others who felt unable to talk
about their faith.”
“The city I live in is a growing, breathing, beautiful thing. God loves it and its
people, so do I”

Some words from circuit groups at Cullingworth:
● Explain/show what we do already…
● Encourage the new and stop some things…
● In the power of the Holy Spirit…
● Take what we’re doing, and polish it…
● Celebrating what is already shining…
● Start with prayer, not our limitations…
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Sharing our Stories
Here’s some we did earlier.
Some church stories shared at Cullingworth:
Four from the front:
● Busoasis from Calderdale – God doing amazing things on and around the circuit
bus, with some amazing people (busoasis.org.uk/);
● The Settle Passion Play – telling the Holy Week story with creativity and
imagination;
● Silsden welcoming

with hospitality and gusto;

● Meltham Methodists making badges and friends at the local scarecrow festival.
Then more as we nattered:
● Christmas tree festivals;
● Real donkeys (and a camel) livening up things;
●

and

both into schools and schools to us;

● Remembrance and carols at the local football club;
● “The toddler group is thriving and when the ceiling fell in it was the day after
the Christmas party!”
All shared with much prayer, summed up in this offered through a prayer station:
“There are many people in my church, our church should I say, who are working
extremely hard, often very quietly, but earnestly and with a passion to serve others.
Help us Lord to value and to offer encouragement to one another in all that we do.
The many individuals from the community who gain from, and appreciate, the human
contact and fellowship offered in these unsung areas of service are experiencing
first-hand the love of your servants here on earth.
‘Meet and eat’, ‘The film club for the elderly’, Open the Book, ‘Wives Group’, Prayer
Group, Knit and Natter, ‘Tree Festival’, the list goes on, but together they enable good
people, your people, to witness and support a range of people in their everyday lives
and I feel your presence in the lives of others,
Thank you Lord for gifts we offer.”
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“…the church had a vision to acquire a building to create
a space for young people to meet. With support from the
town council we now have a Youth café that opens three
nights a week. It is a place where young people can come
and enjoy themselves, but also share their troubles and
frustrations in a non-threatening way.”

Sharing our Stories
Disciple and Story-teller
What’s your part in The Story of Light? – Disciple, Witness, Storyteller.
None of these terms might feel to be a natural fit for you.
Maybe disciples are fishermen from bible-times, witnesses appear in court, and
story-tellers are specially gifted folk?
But if you belong to a church, however you define
and whatever kind of
,
you are invited to follow Jesus, to journey through life in the way that he showed, to
.
be his
And if you are a disciple, you are also called to be a witness, to bear witness to your
experience and understanding of the one who is the Light of the world, whose light
shines in our hearts.
Bearing witness in part means living in a way that points to Jesus and seeks to keep his
commandments.
But bearing witness also means using words, giving an account of our faith, and the best
and easiest way to do that is to share our story. Not necessarily from the front, and not
the whole of it, and only when it’s appropriate, but this is a season for us to help each
other hear and tell our stories. Those stories might be about prayer, care, change,
forgiveness. Maybe they feature beauty, pain, loss, love. The events they contain might
have been from our youth or from yesterday. Our stories are best told quietly, gently,
guided by our listener.
As we together explore The Story of Light, may we develop as witnessing disciples, and
surprise ourselves as story-tellers.

Insert your photo here
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Christ has many services to be done:
some are easy,
others are difficult;
some bring honour,
others bring reproach;
some are suitable to our natural inclinations
and material interests,
others are contrary to both…
…Yet the power to do all these things
is given to us in Christ,
who strengthens us.
(Covenant Service, Methodist Worship Book p288)

Sharing our Stories
In role, my role
Thank you for engaging with this handbook, and thinking about The Story of Light.
It is our hope that circuits, churches, groups and individuals will all find appropriate
ways of responding to the opportunities and challenges the initiative brings. These
responses will vary, depending on our communities, gifts, resources, cultures. Some of
the actions suggested already happen, others will not be appropriate in your setting.
There are some roles, however, in the life of our churches, which though exercised
differently have common threads wherever we are.
The following are suggestions to prayerfully consider if you hold one of those roles:
Steward (circuit or church), and minister. Discern who takes responsibility for
planning and leading the initiative. Between now and December ensure committees
and councils are prayerfully considering The Story of Light particularly thinking
about areas for training in phase 2, possible events in phase 3, and preparation for
phase 4.
Preacher and Worship Leader. Please introduce The Story of Light into worship
over the next months. Use the SoL Prayer in worship. Personally consider how your
gifts and training might be useful in other areas, such as the leading of small groups,
courses, or the mentoring of disciples.
Property and finance person. Please read this handbook – this is a season for
churches to shine – how can you help?
Leaders of groups. Think about your programme and members and how you might
work with The Story of Light. Good ideas don’t need to wait for the right phase!
Members & adherents. You are disciples, witnesses and story-tellers, and also
pray-ers. Pray about your response, and especially who you might bring, or share
your story with.
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God who lights our way,
if this initiative fills me with enthusiasm,
help me to share,
and channel my energies to your purposes.
If it leaves me cold,
or feels like another burden to carry,
help me to discern your will
and show me how to respond
appropriately.
And if my response is mixed,
confused, or unsure,
help me ask the right questions,
and lead me to a place of clarity.

Two prayers from the Cullingworth day:
“Lord,
I pray for my local community with all the many needs they have.
May we, as individuals and as a church,
be given a vision regarding how we can be SALT and LIGHT.
And, Lord, I pray that, within the local churches and the circuit,
there may be a new openness to discover our individual needs,
to get to know one another in a new way.
I pray for joy in remembering that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Saviour,
excitement at the prospect of sharing that joy and a thirst to discover
more and more about you Lord, through prayer, through your Word,
through listening to you and to one another.
Amen.”
“Dear Lord,
Guide us in making others aware of the need to be part of your mission.
Give us the ability to make relationships in order to assess need.
Grant us the courage to respond, patience to wait.
Encourage us in the use of our gifts and in the realisation of our ministry,
as individuals and as church.
Give us vision and enable us to tell our story and courage to step out.
Give us friends to share the journey and wise folk to watch over us in love.
Grant us your strength and Holy Spirit to enable us and to tell us when to stop.
Amen.”

The Story of Light
Thanks to all who have contributed, amongst them the enthusiasts who
gathered at Cullingworth, and the Newcastle Upon Tyne District
Together team, including Elaine & Stephen Lindridge, Jill Foster,
Tracey Hume, Jill Foster, Carla Quenet, Helen Sewell, Ian Stimpson,
Pauline Wright, & Rob Wylie, who were kind enough to allow their
ideas (and in some cases words) to be used in this handbook.
For more information on anything within, or to discuss possibilities for
The Story of Light where you are, please contact the District Mission
Enabling Officer, Rev’d Nick Blundell, 01274 416506 or
nickcblund@gmail.com.
There is some funding available for specific Story of Light projects, on
a match-funding with circuits up to £1000 per circuit basis. Contact
Nick for more information on how to apply.

Useful resources
www.westyorkshiremethodist.org.uk
www.methodist.org.uk/deepening-discipleship/evangelism/aspects-of-evangelism
www.methodist.org.uk/media/529785/dd-evangelismmethodistunderstandingofevangelism-0712.pdf
www.methodist.org.uk/media/660083/dd-evangelism-engaging-with-mission-1012.pdf
www.chpublishing.co.uk/uploads/documents/0715140175.pdf (Healthy churches handbook)
www.methodist.org.uk/media/759317/dd-ten-questions-to-help-your-church-be-morewelcoming-0113.pdf
www.freshexpressions.org.uk/msi

The Methodist Church
West Yorkshire District

