Autumn 2017

Chair of District’s Message
Dear Friends
In 1997, Morna Hooker wrote a short book called Beginnings. It was a study of
the opening chapters of the four Gospels. The book shows that each gospel
writer has a distinctive way of beginning the story. Just a brief look into
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John will confirm this. They are very different
beginnings yet each tells the story of Jesus.
On 1st September, the Yorkshire West Methodist District comes into being. This
is a new beginning, a fresh start, a blank sheet on which no one has yet written.
In one way, of course, it is not new. Churches and circuits will keep working at
the things they were tackling in August and before that. Some churches will not
even notice that they now belong to a new District because rightly their focus
will be on their local congregation and the community it serves. But in another
way, it will be a new beginning. This coming year will be the opening chapter for
a unique gathering of God’s people, bound together to support and help each
other in God’s mission. I hope and expect that will bring fresh opportunities for
us.
Planting a new tree in Cannock after
50 years, as a sign of a new beginning
How shall we begin this story?
I hope we begin in celebration, in prayer and with a deep desire to reach out.
I hope that the service to launch the new District on 9 th September is an expression of praise and commitment
and that will be echoed in what we do over the next months and years.
Our task is not new though. It is the same task as the first Gospel writers. We have to tell the life-transforming
story of Jesus, to live out what that means in everyday life and to invite others to join in.
Please join in praying for the new District:
Gracious and generous God,
We hold before you our Church, our Circuit and our District.
Pour out your Spirit on us,
that our worship may be joy-filled;
that our witness may be brave and bold;
that our lives, our works and our words may speak of your love.
Enlarge, enflame and fill our hearts with such love for you
that we may draw others to discover Your transforming power.
In the name of Jesus. Amen.
The Revd Dr Roger L Walton
Chair of District

The members of Northowram Methodist Church (The Green, Northowram, Halifax, HX3 7JE)
invite you to share their Flower Festival on the theme of Transport.
Saturday 9 September: 10 am until 3.30 pm
Sunday 10 September: Morning Worship at 10.30 am. Flower Festival 12 noon until 3.30 pm
Stalls and refreshments available on both days.
Admission £2.50, accompanied children free.
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Yorkshire West District

Eve nt s a rou nd t he D i st r ic t

Exploring Silence Workshops
Saturday,16th September, repeated on
Wednesday 27th September
Bradford Cathedral, Chapter House,
both 3pm - 5.15pm
Led by Dr Alison Woolley, Director of Seeds of Silence

Two free Exploring Silence workshops will be held at
Bradford Cathedral on the afternoons of Saturday
16th and Wednesday 27th September from 3.00 to
5.15 pm, followed by an opportunity to attend
Evening Prayer at the Cathedral. These are
ecumenical events open to all, but places are
limited. To book your place please go to the
seedsofsilence.org.uk website and follow the link on
the home page. After the workshop on Wednesday
27th September at 7.00 pm there will be a screening
of In Pursuit of Silence, a meditative film about our
relationship with sounds and silence. This will be
followed by a performance of John Cage's iconic,
noteless composition, 4'33'', and a panel discussion.
Tickets £5 on the door.
Further information available on the events tab of
the Seeds of Silence website.

D i st r ic t S p i r it u a l it y G ro up

B a i ld o n Me t h o d i st C h urc h

We hope you have had a good holiday at some point
over the summer and have had time to rest and be
refreshed. As the new year begins, we will be
circulating a list of retreats and quiet days in various
retreat houses in the District, and urge you to consider
making space for at least a day away.

Baildon Methodist Church has been nominated AND
short-listed for the 2017 Church Times Green
Awards for their new-build passivhaus
Community Building.

We recognise that it’s not always possible to go away
on a retreat, because of the difficulty of fitting ‘time
out’ into a busy schedule. Following on from some
training by the Open Door Retreat Movement, we can
offer a retreat ‘at home’, taking place during the day or
in an evening, once a week over nine (not necessarily
consecutive) weeks. We would need a group of four or
six to take part, and can offer a taster session for
groups so that you can ‘try before you buy’. Please
come to us with any questions.
Katharine Cheney: cheney@uwclub.net
Christine Crabtree: revchristinec@btinternet.com
Sarah Jemison: revsaj8@gmail.com

The awards have two objectives: to celebrate the
remarkable efforts made in recent years by
individuals and congregations to offset the damage
being done to the earth; and to set good examples
before others who might be inspired to follow suit.
Green Futures award: Baildon Methodist Church;
Hamutua Quarterly Meeting Friends Church, Kenya;
Sheddingdean Baptist Church;
St Mary the Virgin, Cannington.
Shortlisted entries will be featured in the
Church Times in the coming weeks. The winners of
all the awards will be announced at
Lambeth Palace on 16 October.
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2017/4august/news/uk/green-awards-finalists-2017announced
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M e e t t he Pe o pl e
Name: Roger Walton Role Title: Chair of District
What does your role involve?:
I have oversight of the life and mission of the District. This means I am here to support
and guide Superintendents, Ministers and Circuit Stewards in their leadership. I also
chair the District Synod and a number of District groups and committees and seek, with
District Officers, to discern God’s promptings about priorities and direction. I preach in
local churches most Sundays (with around 250 churches it takes a time to get to every
church but that is the aim); and I teach and preach at special events. I represent the
District in various Connexional meetings and am involved in the stationing of ministers. During the last year
(2016-17), I was President of the Conference, which means that I learned much about what is happening in
Methodism and hope to share some of that in the coming year.
What church do you attend?:
I don’t attend a particular church as I am leading worship at a different church each Sunday but very
occasionally I get to attend worship with my wife, Marion, who is a member at St. Matthew’s, Rastrick. It is the
nearest church to our home and is a shared Anglican-Methodist Church.
Tell us a bit about yourself:
I grew up in Pudsey, and attended Back Lane Methodist Sunday School, Farsley, from the age of seven. I
became a Christian at 16 and a local preacher two years later. I studied Maths at university and then went to
train for ordained ministry. I served circuits in Stourbridge, Liverpool, and St Albans, ran the Methodist Open
Learning Centre and was the Principal of the ministers’ training college in Durham before coming back to
Yorkshire in 2011. We have two grown up children: Andrew, who teaches at Newcastle University and Laura,
who is a research chemist and mum of three small children. I like to read, write a little and play table tennis when
I get a chance.
Tell us something that few people know about you?:
I am a distant relation to Sir Len Hutton, but didn’t get any of the cricketing DNA!

B e nt h am Me t ho d i st C h u rc h - A J ou r ney o f Fa it h
In May, Bentham Methodist Church created 31 interactive stations to represent the journey from
Creation to Pentecost. During this four day event over 300 children from local schools and the
surrounding community came to discover God's love through the story of Jesus.

It was amazing to see the level of interaction from the children. One teacher told us that, “My class
have never been as engrossed in anything before.”
Each station had a different activity. One station asked the children to pose a question for God. The
questions ranged from: “How old are you?” and “Do you like fidget spinners?” to “Why do you make
wars, illness and sadness if you love everyone?” Questions that were quite profound considering that
these children’s ages ranged from four to eleven year olds.
Bentham is a pretty village in a rural
community. Not a place where you would feel
that there is so much spiritual need but, when
asked what they wanted God to do for them,
the personal responses from the children
showed otherwise. Prayers for family unity, an
end to being bullied, and as this event began
on the morning after the events in Manchester,
an end to terrorism, moved many to tears.
You will be able to read more about the event, on the Yorkshire West Methodist website
or contact Sue Yardy direct: sueyardy@yahoo.co.uk

You may recall that at the Spring Synod the
proceeds of the collection were donated, by the
Airedale Circuit, to my sponsored Head Shave, to
coincide with my 80th birthday. I have set myself a
target of £10,000. This is being split between
Action for Children and End Polio Now. However,
the Polio cause is also being supported by the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, so that every £1 I
raise becomes worth £3.

The shave is planned for 30th September; and
therefore, if I reach my target, Action for Children
will receive £5,000 and End Polio Now will receive
£15,000, plus any Gift Aid.
Any donations, either from individuals, churches
or charitable foundations will be warmly
welcomed, and cheques should be made out to
Rotary Club of Keighley and sent to me at
4 Branwell Drive, Haworth, BD22 8HG.
With many thanks and best wishes.

Maurice Baren
Local Preacher in the Airedale Circuit

Special Days


10 September

Education Sunday



17 September

Back to Church Sunday



24 September

Peacemaking Sunday



8 October

Prisons Week begins



22 - 29 October

One World Week



1 November

All Saints Day



12 November

Remembrance Sunday



12 - 19 November

Inter Faith Week



26 November

Women Against Violence
Sunday



1 December

World AIDS Day



3 December

Advent Sunday



25 December

Christmas Day

Find us on
Facebook
www.facebook.com/YWMethodist

Follow us on Twitter

@YWMethodist

Items for inclusion in the
Winter 2017 issue of the District
Newsletter should reach us by
12 noon on 15 November 2017



District Office
19 Wentworth Court
Brighouse HD6 3XD



admin@ywmethodist.org.uk

Visit our website: www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk

