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Cross Hills Methodist Church 

 

Summary relating to the former Graveyards at Greetland and Lindwell 

 

1.0  Cross Hills Methodist Church was formed following the amalgamation of Greetland 

Methodist Church and Lindwell Methodist Church. This amalgamation took place in 2002, 

however the two buildings were used for worship until July 2013, when both were 

closed pending the construction of a new church building on the Greetland site. 

   

2.0  Both of the existing buildings had graveyards. (The graveyard at Greetland was 

reported to be the oldest graveyard in Methodism) Detailed discussion took place over an 

extended period of time as to how the two sites were to be developed with the church 

being mindful of the sensitivities in dealing with graveyards. 

   

3.0  
When the decision had been made to construct the new church building on the 

Greetland site, significant discussion took place on how the existing graveyard should be 

incorporated into the scheme. The graveyard (which comprised over 380 graves) was on 

a sloping site and the graves were, in general, positioned very closely together. Because 

of these two factors it had been difficult to maintain. A number of trees had also been 

allowed to grow (probably over a period of 50 years) without being managed in any way, 

which also added to the problems. 

The last burial had been 28 years ago. 

It was decided that the new building would be built mainly on the site of the former 

church building but would also ‘overhang’ the graveyard. An area of the graveyard was 

to be retained to create open space, a memorial garden and the car park. The remainder 

was to be offered for sale for housing. (The area allocated for housing comprised 

approximately 300 graves). 

   

4.0  
Outline planning approval was obtained for the housing site before it was offered to the 

market. To obtain this a planning consultant was engaged who overcame several planning 

hurdles in enabling the use of the graveyard to be changed. 

(Adrian Rose, Rose Consulting 07751 470545. adrian@roseconsulting.co.uk) 

The main argument was that the graveyard was ‘open space’ as being an ‘area which 

makes a significant contribution to public amenity by virtue of the open space character’. 

Special circumstances were identified, these being: 

 The housing development is needed to replace the existing church building 

which would provide facilities to the community, 
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 The proposal leaves an area of open space between the church and the housing 

development which is for the enhanced benefit of the area, 

 The area is a sustainable location for housing which does not require the 

release of green belt land. 

At the same time full approval was obtained for the construction of the church building. 

A condition that was included in the planning approval for the church building was No 

development to take place within the area indicated until the applicant, or their agents 

or successors in title, has secured the implementation of a programme of 

archaeological recording. This recording must be carried out by an appropriately 

qualified and experienced archaeological consultant or organisation, in accordance 

with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and 

approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

No such condition was included in the outline approval for the housing scheme. 

   

5.0  
It was agreed that the building at Lindwell was surplus to requirements and it was 

therefore to be offered for sale. The church did however decide to retain an area of 

the graveyard where there was a small memorial garden and a grave which was still in 

use. There was also a grave in this area for two youngsters of the Sunday school who 

died tragically in the late 1970’s. 

The last burial, had been 8 years ago, but this was in the area being retained; the last 

before that being over 40 years ago. 

   

6.0  In moving forward significant assistance was given to the church by Dave Clay, the 

Funeral Services Manager for Calderdale Council 

   

7.0  In all the discussions that took place relating to the graveyards due recognition was 

made of the fact that the church was acting as charity trustees and as a consequence we 

had to act in the best interest of the church when disposing of our assets. Best value 

being considered to be part of the considerations in this respect. 

   

8.0  
Methodist graveyards fall into the category of ‘private’ under the Burial Acts and so 

are able to be closed by a resolution of the Church Council. In the case of both the 

Greetland and Lindwell graveyards formal resolutions had been agreed at Church. 

   

9.0  Reference was made to the ‘Disused Burial Grounds Amendment Act 1981’ which 

refers to all works to be carried out in a graveyard. 

(A copy of the Schedule to the Act is attached as Appendix A). 



Clause 1 of the Schedule refers to the three general conditions which are covered by 

the act being: 

a) removing any human remains, 

b) any work undertaken which does not involve the disturbance of the remains of 

any deceased person buried in a grave but which will render the grave 

inaccessible, 

c) removing any tombstones, monuments or other memorials  commemorating the 

deceased persons. 

   

10.0  
The particular comments to be made is respect of the above are: 

a) The removal of human remains can only be carried out after obtaining the 

appropriate licence from the Ministry of Justice, 

b) Rendering a grave inaccessible means that the remains are not disturbed, 

because they will be covered over by say a parking area, or a garden, the 

consequence being that all traces of the grave will be removed from view, 

c) All gravestones and memorials belong to the family of the deceased, not the 

Church, 

In order to carry out any works covered by a), b) or c) then notices must be published in 

the local paper and displayed at the church/in the graveyard. 

   

11.0  
Notices were published in respect of Greetland and Lindwell which are attached as 

Appendices 2 & 3. These were displayed in the local paper on two separate occasions 

as well as being displayed at the church and graveyard. 

It will be noted that the notice is different for the two churches. 

At Greetland it was proposed to remove remains from the area of the graveyard 

which was being sold for housing, with the graves within the area of the graveyard 

being retained by the church being made inaccessible. The usage of the church 

areas being for the church building, open space, memorial garden and car park. 

It intended to retain some of the gravestones however the remainder were to be broken 

up before disposal off site, as required by the act. 

In the case of Lindwell it was not proposed to disturb any remains, just to make the 

graves inaccessible. The gravestones being disposed of in the same way as Greetland.  

Further notices were published in respect of both graveyards detailing the names of 

people who had been interred in the last 50 years 

   

   



12.0  
Responses were received in respect of both series of notices.  

Greetland: 

We had already decided to reinter the remains from the graves with the first and last 

burials in the graveyard into our memorial garden. This would be done by exhuming 

the remains then cremating them before reburial. It is necessary to obtain licences from 

the MoJ to do this and the agreement of relatives is required. It was not 

practical to obtain the relatives agreement for the 1778 grave; however we were able to 

contact the relatives of the last burial in 1986, who lived abroad. In doing this we had 

to confirm the ownership of the grave and were able to confirm the ownership was 

with the nearest known relative to the deceased. 

We were not contacted by any other relatives although the notices did cause other 

people to contact the church with queries, mainly in respect of ancestry. 

Lindwell: 

Although the remains were not being disturbed, one family asked for the remains 

from the family grave to be removed and they were reinterred in the graveyard of the 

local Anglican church. Another relative requested that the gravestone from the family 

grave be retained and this will be placed adjacent the memorial garden at Cross Hills. 

The cost of all these works was paid for by the church. 

Again the public notices caused people to contact the church with general queries. 

   

13.0  
In respect of Greetland, licences had to be obtained from the MoJ for the removal of 

remains. The graves where the remains were going to be reinterred after cremation 

required a separate series of forms being completed for each individual. (9 in total) 

For the main area of the graveyard where the remains were to be reinterred in the 

local cemetery, a plan had to be provided as well as original copies of the public 

notices. (It should be noted that the MoJ require the full page of the paper that contains 

the notices). 

In respect of the single grave at Lindwell, again a licence was required from the MoJ 

however it was straightforward in that relatives consent was quickly obtained and the 

licence obtained without delay. 

The works at Lindwell were progressed without any problems; the following relates to the 

more complex processes at Greetland. 

   

14.0  Before the works were commenced in either of the graveyards, a full record was made of 

all the transcriptions on the gravestones and memorials. A photographic record was made 

of each grave as well as general views of the graveyard. 

   

15.0  
It will be noted from 4.0 that there was a condition on the planning approval that there 



should be a ‘programme of archaeological recording’. This condition was only included 

on the church application. It was erroneously missed from the conditions relating to 

the housing scheme.  This omission was significant. 

The archaeological recording applies to areas within the plans where there are human 

remains. At Greetland this only related to the area of the graveyard; there were no 

other burials elsewhere on the site such as round the church.  Before carrying out any 

work we consulted with the Local Authority as well as West Yorkshire Archaeological 

Advisory Service, who advises the local authorities on historical matters and the 

archaeological implications of planning applications. The specification for 

archaeological recording had to be agreed with WYAAS. We were advised by WYAAS 

at an early date that if we disturbed remains they could require remains to be 

forensically examined, the costs of which would be very significant! (A sum of up to 

£1,000 per remain was mentioned). It should be pointed out that any costs are the 

responsibility of the developer, in this instance the church. 

In the event it was agreed that we would employ an archaeologist to expose the tops of 

the graves which are going to be within the curtilage of the new building, (all other 

remains on the churches area of the site would be undisturbed, in being made 

inaccessible). The archaeologist produced a fully detailed report of his work which 

was given to WYASS who did not comment further. The construction of the church 

required us to drive piles into the ground in order to carry the main structure.  From the 

work done by the archaeologist we were able to position the piles so that they were 

in between graves and no remains were therefore disturbed. 

It should be noted that had the condition been applied to the housing site, we were 

advised by WYAAS that they would have required significant forensic examination of the 

remains from the 300 graves which would have made the scheme unviable, resulting in 

no housing scheme and a much reduced church scheme! 

   

16.0  
Before work commenced we were advised that a Luddite had been buried in the 

graveyard. Reference to the burial register showed John Hill to have been buried on 

20th January 1811, having been hanged at York on the 16th January 1811. The records 

did not show where he had been buried, it only being know that his young wife and 

son had been buried in the graveyard a few years later.   There was no reference to 

him on any of the transcriptions; the closest we could get was a small gravestone 

with the initials JH. If we could identify any remains as John Hill and his family it was 

our intention to exhume and cremate them, then re-inter them in our memorial garden. 

A licence was obtained from the MoJ at short notice, and we employed the 

services of a forensic archaeologist. The remains were exhumed however; sadly, they 

were shown to be the wrong ages to be the Hill family. 



The church felt it to be right to carry out this work, which proved to be abortive, rather 

than not carrying out the investigatory work which it was felt would be irresponsible. 

   

17.0  The works to the main area of the graveyard were carried out over a period of 16 

weeks, removing over 300 graves with up to 1200 different sets of remains. 

   

18.0  
The church employed the Cemeteries Department of Calderdale Council to carry out 

the work which comprised the removal of the remains, which were placed in body 

bags, thus keeping the remains of the families together. The remains were then 

reinterred in an area of Elland Cemetery where the gravestone identifies them as 

being from Greetland Methodist Church. A record will be available of all remains that 

have been reinterred at the cemetery. 

Various artefacts and jewellery were recovered from some of the graves; these were 

placed in the body bag with the remains and reinterred with the deceased owner. 

   

19.0  
Full details of the schemes were logged on to the Property Consents Management 

System.  The projects were: 

 Sale of Lindwell, 

 Sale of Greetland Graveyard 

 Construction of new church building. 

The Solicitor and Estate Agent/Valuer who were engaged by the church were made 

aware of the PCMS and were able to provide information which enabled it to be 

completed in a satisfactory manner. 

   

20.0  
An important part of the sales process was the need for us, as Charity Trustees, to 

comply with charity law and obtain a Qualified Surveyors Report (QSR). (The Valuer 

we used had previously worked on charitable schemes; the QSR being a legal 

requirement under the Charities (Qualified Surveyors Reports) Regulations 1992). 

The reports prepared for the two sales projects were sent to TMCP for approval, and 

this was received without significant delay. The overall scheme involving both 

Greetland and Lindwell was complex and it was essential that TMCP were updated 

regularly on progress and matters arising out of the scheme.   (TMCP had been 

involved for some time on legal issues relating to Lindwell and it was found that the 

close liaison was able to be maintained over the duration of the scheme). 

It should be noted that the QSR is confidential to the Managing Trustees and should not 

be disclosed to third parties, such as potential buyers. 

   



21.0  
This summary has been prepared by Geoff Butler FRICS, who is the Church Treasurer 

and was formally appointed by the church as the Project Manager for the scheme. 

Contact Details: 

01422 373559 or glindwell@btinternet.com 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 981 

 

SCHEDULE 
 
DISPOSAL OF HUMAN REMAINS AND TOMBSTONES, MONUMENTS OR OTHER MEMORIALS 
1The church or other religious body in whom the land in question is vested or on whose behalf it is held 

(hereinafter referred to as “the church”) shall before removing any human remains, or before any work is 

undertaken which does not involve the disturbance of the remains of any deceased person buried in a grave but 

which will render the grave inaccessible, or before removing any tombstones, monuments or other memorials 

commemorating the deceased persons— 

(a)publish in a newspaper circulating in the locality a notice of intention to do so at least once during each of two 

successive weeks; and 

(b)display a like notice in a conspicuous place where the remains are interred; and 

(c)serve a like notice on the Commission; and 

(d)if the remains were interred within twenty-five years before the date of the first publication of the notice serve a 

like notice on the personal representatives or a relative of the deceased person in so far as the names and 

addresses of such personal representatives or relative can be ascertained on reasonable enquiry. 

2Any notice required to be published and served as aforesaid shall contain— 

(a)the address at which particulars of the deceased persons whose remains it is proposed to remove or whose 

grave will be rendered inaccessible and of any tombstones, monuments or other memorials commemorating them 

may be inspected; 

(b)the name of the burial ground or crematorium where it is proposed to reinter or cremate such remains and the 

manner in which it is proposed to deal with such tombstones, monuments or other memorials; 

(c)a statement as to the right of the personal representatives or relatives of any deceased person or, in relation to 

any Commonwealth war burial or any memorial erected or owned by the Commission commemorating deceased 

persons whose remains are not interred in the land in question, the Commission on notice in writing given within a 

specified time themselves to undertake the removal and reinterment or cremation of the remains of the deceased 

and the removal and disposal of any tombstone, monument or other memorial commemorating the deceased 

within two months from the date of the notice; 

(d)a statement of any directions given by the Secretary of State with respect to the removal and reinterment or 

cremation of human remains; and of the intentions of the church with respect to the manner of removal and the 

place and manner of reinterment or cremation of any human remains and the removal and disposal of any 

tombstones, monuments or other memorials; 

(e)a statement that the church is required by this Schedule to defray the reasonable expenses of such removal and 

reinterment or cremation and of such removal and disposal; 

(f)where appropriate a statement that any person entitled to burial rights at the date of the notice may claim 

compensation from the church in respect of the loss of such rights. 

3(1)The personal representatives or relatives of any deceased person whose remains are interred in the land or 

whose grave will be rendered inaccessible or, in the case of any Commonwealth war burial the Commission, may 

on giving the required notice, themselves remove and reinter any such remains or cremate them in any 

crematorium and may remove and dispose of any tombstone, monument or other memorial commemorating the 

deceased and the church shall defray the reasonable expenses of such removal and reinterment or cremation and 

of such removal and disposal. 

 
Provided also that where the Commission themselves remove from the land and dispose of any memorial erected or 

owned by the Commission commemorating deceased persons whose remains are not interred in the land, the church 

shall defray the reasonable expenses of such removal and disposal. 

(2)If the removal and reinterment or cremation or disposal, as the case may be, has not been carried out by the 

personal representatives or relatives or the Commission in accordance with the provisions of this Schedule within 

two months from the date of the required notice the church may carry out the removal and reinterment or cremation 

or disposal, or work may be undertaken which will render the grave inaccessible as the case may be, as if the 



required notice had not been given. 

4Any human remains interred in the land which have not been removed and reinterred or cremated by the personal 

representatives or relatives of the deceased or the Commission within the said two months shall after removal by 

the church be reinterred in such cemetery or burial ground or cremated in such crematorium as the church thinks 

fit. 

5Any tombstone, monument or other memorial commemorating any deceased person whose remains are 

reinterred or cremated in accordance with the provisions of the last preceding paragraph may, where reasonably 

practicable, be removed and re-erected by the church over the grave in the cemetery or burial ground where the 

remains are reinterred or on some other appropriate site. 

6Any tombstone, monument or other memorial not dealt with in accordance with paragraph 3 or 5 above may be 

allowed to remain where it is or be removed and re-erected in such place on the land as the church may 

determine. 

7The removal of all human remains shall be effected, and the remains reinterred or cremated, in accordance with 

the directions of the Secretary of State. 

8Upon any removal of remains a certificate of removal and reinterment or cremation shall within two months be 

sent to the Registrar General by the church giving the dates of removal and reinterment or cremation respectively 

and identifying the place from which the remains are removed and the place in which they were reinterred or 

cremated showing the particulars of each removal separately, and every such certificate shall be deposited at the 

General Register Office with the miscellaneous records in the custody of the Registrar General. 

9Any tombstone, monument or other memorial not dealt with in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this 

Schedule shall be broken and defaced before being otherwise disposed of. 

10(1)Where any tombstone, monument or other memorial is removed from the land, the church shall within two 

months from the date of removal— 

(a)deposit with the council of the district [F1or Welsh county or county borough,], or in the case of land in Greater 

London with the Common Council of the City of London or the council of the London borough, a record of the 

removal with sufficient particulars to identify the memorial (including a copy of any inscription thereon) and showing 

the date and manner of its removal and disposal and the place (if any) to which it is transferred; and 

(b)send to the Registrar General a copy of such record for deposit with the miscellaneous records in the custody of 

the Registrar General. 

(2)Where any tombstone, monument or other memorial is not removed from a grave which will be rendered 

inaccessible by work done on the land the church shall cause a record to be made of every such grave containing 

a copy of any legible inscription on any monument or inscription on the grave, and copies of such record shall be 

deposited with the same council as in the case of the record of tombstones, monuments and memorials removed 

from the land referred to in the foregoing sub-paragraph. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/18/schedule#commentary-c740360


Appendix 2 
 
 

Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981 
 
 
Notice of intention to remove human remains, make graves inaccessible and remove 

memorials at Greetland Methodist Church, Greetland, Halifax, HX4 8JG. 

 

1 Notice is hereby given that, Greetland and Lindwell Methodist Church, not less than 

two months after the first publication of this notice, intend to exhume remains of 

various persons interred at the burial ground of Greetland Methodist Church, in 

order to develop an area of the site. 

 

2 A plan of the present place of burial and a list of those buried are deposited at 

Greetland Methodist Church, Rochdale Road, Greetland, HX4 8JG, and may be 

inspected free of charge between the hours of 9am and 5pm, from Monday to 

Friday, for six weeks from the date of this notice. To view the plans contact one of 

the following: 

Geoff Butler  01422 373559, Janet Revill 01422 371147, Marilyn Hoyle 01422 

372490 

 
3 Subject to paragraph 4 below, Greetland and Lindwell Methodist Church propose 

that all remains which are removed will be reinterred at Elland Cemetery, Exley 

Lane, Elland. This will be in accordance with conditions imposed by the Secretary 

of State. 

 

4 Any personal representative or relative of any deceased person interred at the burial 

ground of Greetland Methodist Church has the right to give notice in writing to 

Greetland and Lindwell Methodist Church, Rochdale Road, Greetland, HX4 8JG by 

7th  December 2013  of their intention, within two months of the date of the 

publication of this notice, to make their own arrangements for the removal of such 

remains and their reinterrment in any graveyard, burial ground, or cemetery in which 

interments can legally take place or, if desired, to make arrangements for their 

cremation. This also includes a notice to claim or dispose of any memorial 

commemorating any deceased. The reasonable expenses of such removal, 

reinterrment, cremation or disposal will be defrayed by Greetland and Lindwell 

Methodist Church. 

 
5 Greetland and Lindwell Methodist Church propose to break up or deface any 

unclaimed memorials before they be disposed of, as required in the schedule to the 

above Act. This does not include memorials which are made inaccessible or 

otherwise used. 



Dated this 23rd day of October 2012 

 
 
 
Rev Francis Neil Mr Geoffrey Butler 

Minister Church Treasurer 
 
 

Signed on behalf of 

Greetland and Lindwell Methodist Church 

Rochdale Road, 

Greetland, 

HX4 8JG 



Appendix 3 
 
 

Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981 
 
 
Notice of intention to make graves inaccessible and remove memorials at the former 

Lindwell Methodist Church, Greetland, Halifax, HX4 8HW. 

 

1) Notice is hereby given that, Greetland and Lindwell Methodist Church, not less than 

two months after the first publication of this notice, intend to make graves inaccessible 

and remove memorials from the burial ground of the former Lindwell Methodist 

Church. 

 

2) A plan of the present place of burial and a list of those buried are deposited at the 

former church and may be inspected free of charge between the hours of 9am and 

5pm, from Monday to Friday, for six weeks from the date of this notice. To view the 

plans contact Mr Geoff Butler 01422 373559 or email glindwell@btinternet.com. 

 
3) Any personal representative or relative of any deceased person interred at the burial 

ground of the former Lindwell Methodist Church has the right to give notice in writing to 

Mr Geoff Butler, 74 Rochdale Road, Greetland, Halifax, HX4 8HE by 26th February 

2014 of their intention, within two months of the date of the publication of this notice, if 

desired, to make arrangements to claim of any memorial commemorating any 

deceased. The reasonable expenses of such removal, reinterrment, cremation or 

disposal will be defrayed by Cross Hills Methodist Church. 

 
4) It is proposed to break up or deface any unclaimed memorials before they be disposed 

of, as required in the schedule to the above Act.  This does not include memorials 

which are made inaccessible or otherwise used within the area of the existing 

graveyard. 

 
Dated this 15th   day of January 2014 

 

Rev Francis Neil Mr Geoffrey Butler 

Minister Church Treasurer 
 
 

Signed on behalf of 

Cross Hills Methodist Church 

Rochdale Road, 

Greetland, 

HX4 8JG 
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